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NOTE.

—_—

¢ ‘Fue Military Geography of Afghanistan

namely :— has been compiled in five parts,

Part  J. Badakhshan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian S(aft Corps.
Part IL.  Afyhan Turkistan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Stafl

Corps.
Dart III.  Herat, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Staff Corps.
Parl IV. XKabul, by Captain A. H. Mason, D.S. 0., Deputy Assistant

Quarter-Masier General, Intelligence Branch.

Dart V. Farek and Kandahar, by Colovel E. B. Elles, Assistant
Quarter-Master General, Intelligence Branch,

The object of this work is to present in a concise and readahle form in.
formation about the

eral provinees of Afghanistan of interest from o military
point of view. This information has been compiled from reports, gazetteers,
route books, and the records of (he Intelligence party with the Alghan
Boundary Commission.

The work was commeneced in 1891 and finished in 1893, Lefore the Eahul
Mission took place. It is important to remember this as events are constantly
happening, and fresh knowledge iy being acquired, which tend to modify
statements and opinions contained in this work. For instance, on page 2
of Part I, Major Baurow in writing of the rond from tbe Baroghil pass to
Mastuj vid the Yarkhun valley, describes it as “an impassable route in
summer and very difficult in winter.” From reports lately received from
Captain F. E. Younghushand, C.LE, and Lieutenant G. K. Cockerill, who
examined this route in October and November 1893, respectively, it appears
that the route in question is casy for eight months in the year, namely, from
September to May, and that when it is closed, there is an alteroative route

vid the Kankhun pass which is open during the summier.

1t should also be remembered tbat apy opinions given or deductions made,

are only the personal vicws of the writers and have no oficial authority.

G. II. MORE-MOLYNEUX, Lient.-Colonel,
Aseistant Quarier-Master General,
Intelligence Branch.

. B.—12:5 94 =250







PART IIT.

THE PROVINCE OF HERAT.

CIOAPTER I
INTRODUCYION.

The third great division we have to deal with is the Afghan province of
lerat, a province which has at (imes bren independent but hag laterly formed
part of Afghanistan.  The in tanls, except in Sabzwar, that iv, Lhe
soulhcrp portion of (he province, are lor the most part alien to the Afehap,
and this fact is one which should always be borne in mind when cousid:‘ring.
the military or political situation.

We have now, thanks to the Afghan Doundary C ission, a very 1
knowledge of the most importaul districts of lhc'prorincc, and here again it
is the reports of Colonel Maitland and Major Peacocke, which have heen main-
Iy relied on.  'The deductions drawn from that information are my own personal
ones, and again I must warn the reader agajnst presuming that they represent
oflicial opinions.

Pnystcal FeaTcREs.

The Herat province may be deseribed as that part of Afghacistan which is
drained by the Murghab, the llari Rud, tho Adraskand and the afMluenis of the
Farah Rud, above where it enters the plaics. Tt is bounded on the north by the
sandy desert knostn as the Chol, on the east by the mounlains of the Hazara
country, on the west by the deserts of Khorasan. IL is thus, loa certain extent,
physically cut off on all sides but one by natural obstacles [rom the surround-
ing countrics and provinces. On the southern side it is open, and the great
roads from Kandahar and Sistan lead to it through (he broad space between the
Taimani hills and the Persian desert,

The most populous, ferlile and Qourishing part of the province is that
comprised in the distriets of 1lerat, Gliorian, Obel, Karokh and SI|§|l|ﬁlan, that
is to say, the valley and basin of the lower Uari Kud. These districts are ira-
versed by good roads, and communicatior with Persia, Badghis and Sabzwar
is casy and unobstructed by any serious obslacles. They are capable of sup-
pnrtiﬁg troops and are well fitted for military opcrations, so much so that
wheelud transport even could be used with the application of a very slight
amount of labour. Novth of (his fevtile tract is the Siah Bubak, known (o
Europeans as the Parapamisus.  This movuntain range is really a prolongation
of the middle branch of the Koh-i-Baba, North oll‘ 1lerat, and to _rh_e eastward
of that place, Lhe hills of this range are of some height, the peaks rising four or
five thousand [cet above the valley. The roads over this part of the range are
rough and rather difficult, but westward of the meridian of Lerat the hills beeome
Jower and the passes easier, Lill in fact the range becomes a series of low downa.
These hills curve round from west to north-west and are continued in that (hrec:
tion by & range on the lelt bank of the 1lari Rud. Northof the Siah Bubak
is the district of Badghis. Dadghis is fml- lhg“muftl p;rt gndl;.\’ 4

olli vns of light clay soil, covered with rich gras ing
;:;Illfm:ﬁ :llt‘;‘:}:nr but arid and parelied during the latter lalf. 1 lic e:L_\(L"rE.I por-
tion of Badgh rising Kuslik and Kala Nao, is more and more hilly as ox;e
travels c:lstbunl crerized as almost mountainous. Iu_! ouly
jalviveri s who whis, nol counting the Mari Rud on its weslern
perennial viver in the wholc of Badg his, 1 n 4 N e et
border, nov the Murghab on its eastern, is tho Kushk; so that r?m uly "0 Daeem:
Der the country away [rom these streams lfnlmosl: destitule o l'u;nm?.D W , A
ry i tant point to remember, In spring and early summer, howerer, every
very tmpor Pl v iy i i Badchis sradually sink into the
walerconrse contains a rivulet.  The hills of Badghis grad I AT
rolling waterless Cho!, which is Lero the natural [ronticr between Iran an N




The mosl important fealures of the country, north of the I’nrnp.nmisus'nre the
Marghab and ari Rud, whose valloys cons 1(}1!0 the only P Licable lines of
nppr;mv.-ll across the Chol from Tavkomania, The lerg_:h:lh is, generally sp(::‘k.
ing, deep and unfordable, and, when in fload, is an impassable olstacle. ™ The
Hari Rud, on the conlr is generally shallow and fordable, excopt of cowrse
in fAood, when it becomes a rapid turhulent river, about 200 yards wide. ‘lhe
flood season is from the middls of Marel to the beginning of July.  Though
the Uari Lud has generally a flat easy bed, it must he distinetly understood
that it leaves the Herat valley by a rocky, i ble defile.

Tast of the Ilerat valley and Badghis, is a wild mountainous eountry inha-
bited by Firozkohis, Taimanis and Lazaras, though but few ol the latter are in
the Herat province. This is a region of barren rugzed lills rising in
places 1o 10,000 and even 12,000 fect. The main axis of the mountain
system comprised in this area is the Band-i-Baba, which is in itself a con-
tinuation of the Hindu-Kush. The Band-i-Buba, just before entering the
1lerat provinee, breaks up into three main ranges, whicii trifurcate like the
prongs of a pitehfork. The northern ono is the Band-i-Turkislan, the central
one is generally spoken of as the Koh-i-Baba, aud the southern one is called the
Band-i-Baian or Safed Koh. Between the two first is the country of the
Tirozkohis, au impraeticable region for military oyerations. Between the two
last is the valley of the Hari Rud, up part of which lies the Amir's new
road connecting Kabul with 1lerat; it is not,however, an easy road and is
of minor military importance, South of the Saled Kobis the Taimani country,
which also is a country unsuitable for the movemeut of (roops.®

South of the Ierat valley is the open country of the Sabzwar district,
drained by the Adraskand, which lower down becomes knowa ag the 1Tarut Rnd.
One proninent feature in this southern pavt of the provinee is the Do Shakh
range, which, ranningobliquely from the Ilari Rtud vear Zindajan to the Persian
frontier, considerably narrows the front avrailable [or military operations on the
roads leading sonth from Ierat, though at the same time it mnst be
remembered that the Do Shakh range is traversible at severat pointe, The Iari
Rud in this part ol its course, that is, in the plain country of licrat, is no
obstacle except when in flood (middle of March to end of June), and so for
8 or 9 monlhs of the year need scarcely be taken into cousideration.

BoUNDARIES.

The boundaries of the Herat Province are as follows: —

North—The new TRusso-Afghan frontier line from Zulfikar on the
Hari Rud to a poiat N. E. of Kala Wali. The Zulfikar pass itsclf is
Afghan. .

West.—The Perso-Afghan [rontier line. This where it passes (hrongh
the salt desert is rather loosely defined, but from a point a few miles
alove Toman Agha, the Hari Rud itsell forms the houndary.

Souti.—Trom the junction of the Khushk and Ilarat Ruds, it runs
up the Khushk Rud to Bazdel, then passing close to Lhe westeirn end
of Kol Bechibaran, it rexains the Iarut Rud, or Adraskand, and,
following it some way towards Sabzwar, passes into the Tuimani hills
and there ¢ s the Farah Rud, so as to include nearly the whole
basin of viver within the hijls.

East.—The watershed between the Farah Rud and ITelmand basins.
It theni crosses the Hari Rud above Daclat Yar and runs tivough the
Firozkohi country, 10 the Russian Trontier cast of Kala Wali.

ADMINISTRATTVE Divisioxs.
‘The province of Herat is divided administratively as follows :—

(1) Tue city of Llexal and the 9 buluks or sub-distri in its vieinily.
This portion of the province is directly administered by the
Governor of ITerat, however, Shahfilan has now a Hakim of its
own. lloughly speaking, cach buink consists of the villages
watered by a particalar canal or canals.

# Bafend wnd.Sinli Kol are nawes given by Ferrior und fouud on wany ma, bul ure uut i suigr ase,
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(2) Ghoriar (o the west of Mernt and adjoinisg tle Persion frontier.
(3) Karokh, north-east of Merat,

(k) Obeh, east of Ilerat up the valley of the Hari Rud.
(b) Sabzwar, south of Ilerat.

These four disi

e cts are known as tho Chahar Wilayat of Ilerat, and cach is
adnmi

stered by a Aalim. To lhem may now beadded :—

(8) Shahfilan, properly one of the 9 frluks which Jies soulh of the Ifarf
Rlud and Olceh, and to (he cast of Ilerat.

(7) Madghis, including Eushk and Kala Nan, {hat is, the country
hetween the 1tussian Frontier and the Siah Bubak range.

(8) Murghab, hetween Badghis aud Turkistan.

(9) The Taimani country, south-east of ilerat, in which may be included
Daolat Yar,
(10) The TFirozkohi eountry, cast of Balghis, a portion of which

is more or less independent. .

Of the above, (7) and (8) are deseribed in Chapter II; (1) (2) (3) i
Chapter LV ; (4) () (9) (10) in Chapter V, and (5) in Chaptor vp @®

Townxa.

The only places that can be deseribed as towns in the Ierat province are
Herat, Sabzwar and Ghorian.

OF Lhese, the only really important place is Herat. Sabzwar is 'a walled
town, in ruins, and now contains only about 600 lamilies. Tts position, however,
on the Kandahar road makes i, important. Ghorian is a long straggling place,
with about a thousand families and can hardiy be called a town.

POPULATION.

Tho total population of the Herat districk is cstimated by Cnlonel Maitland
at about 128,000 Families, or say 630,000 souls, Of course, this estimate is a
mere approximalion, and the population may be anything between half a
million and three quarters of a million. The city of Herat contained in 1866
about 8,000 iuhabitants, while in the npeighbourhood, that is to say, in the 9
bulnks which comprise the district of Ilerat, there were said to be 60,000
familics, of whom more than two-thirds were Ileratis, the remainder being
Afghans.  Herati, it must be understood, is the term usnally employed for all
Persian-speaking inhabitants who are not Afghans, such as Tajiks, Temuris,
Arabs, Jamshedis, ete.  In Obeh therc are about 4,500 families, of whom nearly
2,000 are Alghans, mostly Ghilzais. Ghorian and Karokh ave distinctly Herati
s regards their  population and include very few Afghans, They each
contain aboubt 4,000 families. Sabzwar is the most Afghan district of the
province, and exclulding the outlying distriets of Anardara and Kala Kab on
the Persian bovder, the Afghans are to the rest, as at Jeast 3 to 1. They are
chiclly Duranis, so that ethnographically Sabawar belongs (o Afghanistan,
while Tlerat does not.  Tiie total population of the district is probably between
60,000 and 70,000. The population of Badghis, the Firozkoli country, aud the
Taimani country is very uncertain; but Colonel Maitland puts thew respectively
at 10,000, 7,000, and 14,000 families.

Broadly speaking, the population of the province may be said to.cp'nsist of
threo distinet classes ; the (1) Ieratis, who ave mostly what we enll Tnjiks and
Parsiwans, (2) Afghans, mostly Glilzais and Duranis, dwelling in Obeh and
Sabzwar and (3) the Chahar Aim As_regards the latter, there bas been
considerable misconecption in India, and I have (herefore thought it advisable
to Lere give a shorb account of them.
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Tog CuanaR ATMAR TRIBES.

The meaning of the word Aimak js simply nomad, and at the present lime
the following [our tribes are thosc usually understood by the term :—~
1. Jamshedis - } Fide Chaptee IL.
2. Suni Ilazaras of Kala Noo ..
8. Forkolia } Tide Chapter ¥.
4. Taimapis vor
The Jamshedis occupy the Kushk district in the cenlre of Badghis, but
a larze portion of this tribe has lately been deported to the Ilari Kud. East
of them come the Suni Hazaras, and eist of them again, belween the
Band-i-Turkistan and the Band-i-Baba lies the Firozkoli country. The Tai.
manis occupy the hill conntry south-cast of 1Terat.  Some authoritics include
the Temuris among Lhe Chaliar Aimaks, but (his is a mistake, as the Temuris
abandoned Afghan territory at the begipning of the century.

>

a

The Jamshedis and Firozkohis are of Persian descent, the Ilazaras are of
course Turanian. They were brought from the Hazarajat to their present
loeality by Nadir Shah. The Taimanis are in the main Persian, but they have
a strong strain of Kakar Pathan blood.

Among (he Chaliar Aimaks {he authority of the tribal Khans is considerable,
but of late the Afghan policy has been lo diminish their power and influence.
The Jamshedis and Ilazaras have always been more or less united (vibes, but
the Firozkohis are divided into the Mahmudi or Western Firozkohis, and the
Darazi or Eastern Tirozkohis. While these, again, are divided into rival clans.
The Taimanis are divided into novthern and southern, the former being under
several chiefs and the whole without much cohesion, All the tribes are semi-
nomadic, that is to say, pcople who dwell in tents, depend mainly on their
flocks and herds and do not pay revenuc on land. 'Fhe southern Taimanis use
the black blanket tent of the Afghans; all the others use the felt ients known as
khargahs or kabitkas. All the tribes speak Persian, but the dialectsdiffer.  ‘I'he
Jamshedis and Ilazaras are all horsemen, and so are most of the Taimanis and
western Firozkolis. The hovses generally are indilferent.  They fight on horse-
back, but with fircarms, and rarely with sword or lance. The Firozkohis are
admitted to be the bravest, and the XMazaras the least so, and also the least
intelligent. All are badly armed. The following estimale has been made of
their numbers :—

Jamshedis - e we 4,000 families.
Kala Nao Huzarss . e 4,000 »
Mabmudi Firozkobis - e 3,400 »
Darzi Do. . 7,400 »  Induding Tajiks.
Northern Taimania w 6,000 »
Southern  Do. o 14,200 »
PE—
Total ..o 89,000,

All the Lribes are more or less disalfecied towards Afghan rule and would
readily welcome an English or Russian occupation. But as regards this, I
fear I must add that the same may be said of all the inhabitants of the provin'ce
cxcepting the Afghans of Sabzwar and possibly those of Obeb. '

Crimarte.

The ttsl_iqm(e of the He[l;al, province has four seasons—bahar spring, taimus
irima and zamistan winler, Spring is supposed to com.-

mence ahout (h_o Naoroz (21st March), and each season to last Ell;out 3 x?mtlotll’]ls
gmfﬁr is eold in the Hcr_nt valley, with snow, but it docs oot as a rule lie 1on~.
arch and April are roiny montbs, and the rainfall appears to Le heaviest
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alter n sovore winter. By May the weather in clear and Lhen t

of the month the famous Bed-i-sud-o-biat-roz, or wind of 120“::;(15 s'tla'l: ein:
During (he swinmer months the wind is very strong, being always highest after
sunset, and if there hould he rain Lo the notth it increases almost to g heri-
ane. | November there is always more or less wind in the Ilerat valley,
Jis [elt far to the south and blows with unabated fury in Sistan,
his there is no wind, nor is it felt east of Tunian, in the Herat valley.
There is no summer wind at Obeh, and this place has a much pleasanter
climate than Herat, which is disagreeable and not very healthy exeept in
winter. When the wind is not blowing, the summer heaf in the Herat valley
is great, though of eourse not compnrable to that of India. The barley harvest
of lerat and Gherian is duo about the 20th June, that of Karokh and
Obch on the st July, that of Badghis about the 10th. The wheat harvest is
about 10 days later than the barley harvest.

During the summer and autumn the weather is pretty seftled, usually fine
and clear, By Seprf:ml)ur it begins to et cool again, and that month and
October are very enjoyable. In November, clouds appear with cold winds, rain

and sleet, but there may be tolerably tine weather nearly up Lo Christmas when
the real winter sets in.

SurPLIES AND TRANSFORT.

Regarding this important military subject we hace now fairly reliable
information. It has been ealculated that Herat and Ghorian, Lhat is to say,
the Levat valley, could supply a force [rom local resources with about : —

135,000 maunds of wheat.

90,000 Tica.

a0,000 Larley.
So that an Anglo-Indian Army Corps of the usual strength could be
supplicd with about 6 months’ food for men and 2 months’ for animals.  Major
Rind was of opinion that wilh some assistance from Farah tho Ierat province
could suppori a force of 15,000 men all the year round, though of course with
oceupalion, cultivation would inercase, and a2 much larger force might be sub-
sisted.

Forage is on the whole plentiful, and probably about 200,000 maunds of
dhuse would be available. Lucern islargely grown in the valley, and excellent
grass is abundant in the hills to the north, and in Badghis all the spring and part
of the summer ; camel-grazing is good almost everywhere, particularly towards
Qbeh. Sheep are numerous and quite sullicient to meet the wants of & large
army. Vegetables and fruit are abundant in the Herat valley.

Transport is not very plentilul. Camels are not pumerous, nor indecd are
ponics, but there are great numbers of donkeys. However, in the Herat
valley there is notbing to prevent the utilization of wheeled trunsport.

ARMY.
Stalistics under this head can never, of course, be reliable, as garrisons are
constantly shifting, and the troops heing increased or 1'_educcd according to
political exigencies. In 1885.56, the garrison of the province was :—

Nen-
9 Ualtalions iofantry - 5,400
12 squadrons e - oo 1,200
7 batieries of 6 guns . 700
10 bairaks of #Aasadars (military police) . 1,000
Total 8,300

Bubia 1887 the artillery wasroported to have been increased to 12 batteries.

Pesides the regulars, there arc about 4,000 irregular horsemen who are
the local militia and are mostly at the outposts. Tt

Nearly the whole of the regular troops are at the capital, but there
are small {lctnchmunts at Ghorian, Obeh, Bala Murghab and Chakolaran.



i i N i lars are ve
1 ostly Kabuli or Kandahari troops. The irregu ry
E:zﬁ:?:;eﬁ :;fin;otnliy undrilled. They are mostly Leratis, ond therefore
unreliable.
The only fortified places in the province are Hernt and Bala Murghahb,

The walls of Sabzwar are in ruins and Maruchak is mwerely a post.

Rosps.

Tu a military sense the only important roads are those which lead to and

from lerat, and of these the principul ones are the following :—

(1) From Kandahar vid Sabzwar. .

®) , Sieton rid Lash Juwain and Anacdara, or vid Farah.

(%) , Kabul rid Daolat Yar and the Hazarajat.

(4) , DBala Murghab oi€ Kaln Nao and Zarmust pass.

15) & Bala Murgheb rid Kushk and the Baba pass.

{6) ,, Panjdeb rid Knra Tapa.

(1) , Sarokhe rid Zulfikar and the Sang Kotal.

8) »  Sarnkhs vid the Nilnlshani pass and the Hari Rud valley.

(9) » Mashhad o Tirpul.

(10) ,, Mushhad #id Turbat-i-HDaidari,

As regards (1) and (2), reference is invited to Chapter VI, The Kandahar
road is really very good, and armies sccomprnicd by wheeled artillery have
frequently marched by it; but in winter the want of camel grazing would
render ils use o difficult matter for n largn foree, while in spring Lhe rivers
in flood would offer obstacles lo rapid mavement, ‘The total distance is 400
miles, which an army would take aliout G weeks (o cover, The Sistan routes
would only alfecl military operations if a British force based on Sistan were
threatening the line llerat-Kandahar. 'They are casy routes and that by
Aunardara was used by the Alfghan Boundary Commission. The total distance
from Lash-Juwain to Herat is 1S marches or 215 miles. (References, Routes
VI aud 111-C, Helmand series, A. B C. Routes).

The lerat-Kabul road ¢id Daolat Yar is a made road for most of the
way. The total distance is 479 miles, and of course it is much shorter than
the ronte rid@ Kandahar; on the other hand, it is only open for half the year
and is really only fit for mule or pony earriage in its present state. Its bear-
ing ou_ militaty operalions is discussed in Chapler V. (References, Route
XLVI, Herat series, and XIX, Kabul series, A. B. C. Roates).

The routes to Bala Murghah vid the Zarmust and Baba passes are the
shoriest from Ilerat, but by no means the best, and are only fit for baggage
onimals. ‘The altitude of both these passes is over 7,000, and they are conse-
quently closed by snow for about three months. The best routes are the
circuitous ones by the Batun and Ardewan passes, but the former are particularly
important as turning or flanking routes and are therefore noted here. The
distance from Herat to Bala Murghab rié the Baba pass and Kushk is 137
miles, by the Zarmust Kotal and Kala Nao, 142 miles, 7.c., about a lortnight’s
marching. (References, Roule XX, XX-B, and XXIII, Ilerat scries,
A. B. C. Routcs).

As regards the road from Panjdeh ns far as Kara Tapa, 64 miles, {he
rond follows the Kushk Rud.  From Kara Tapa to Ilerat tihere are
several rautes, and the hills may be crossed by either the Ardewan, the
Rohat-i-Mirza _or the Batun pass, all of which might be rade good gun-
roads. They all meet again at Parwana, 12 miles from llcrat. 7id the Batun
pass it is 79 miles from Kara Tapa to ierat. by the others ahout 70 miles,
so that Herat may be considered as about 14 days distant from Panjdeh.
(References, Routes XVIII, XIX, and XIX-A, Herat series, A. B. C. Toules>.

The rond from Sarakbs to Zullikar is now a good cart road and presents
no difficulties. Onwards the read by Gulran and the Sang Kotal is o good
camel rond and might casily be made practicable for guns. ‘Fhe total distanee
is 190 miles, and though it is reckoned only 12 marches would probably take
troops nearly three weeks. (Reference, Route XII1, Herat series).  The
Nihalsheni route ia 217 miles,” but is perhaps on the whole easier and is Jess
likely to e closced by snow in-winter. (Reference, Route No. 1X, Herat series)
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Of the roads from Mashhad the bestis prohably Ihat vig Shalir-i-N
Tirpul or Kuhsan. The distance is 14 ml:m-lma or 224 miles. Irtli; '!Ii‘: ut'::
’vz!mclcd vehicles. There is an allernative rond by the valley of the Jam to
Tirpul. It is rather shorter, bhut perhaps not quite sa good. There is a
th_lr(l road, that through Turbat-i-aidari, ’ni Khaf and Glfnrinn, but it is 274
miles.  (References, Routes L, 1V, V, Lerat seriex).

StraTEGIcAL FEATURES.

The strategical features of the Lerat province deserve the most attentive
coqsldcrnllon. as Herat for many reasons must he the primary, though not neces-
sarily the main objective of a Russian invader. Till quite récenllysitwns assum-
ed that the lierat Kandahar line of advance was the only one the Russians
were likely Lo adopt in force, and Heral therefore held an exaggeraled imporlance
in public estimation. Again it was assumed thal the hill range north of Herat
was a formidable barrier to an cnemy from the north, and consequently the
possibilitics of a defensive enmpaign in the Uerat valley were seriously enter.
tained. A Delter ncquaintance, howeser, wilh the whole thenlre of war has re-
moved both Lhese misconceptions. We know now that on advance on the
Kabul line is more than  possihle and offers more direct, and perhaps greater
advantages. We know too that {he Siab Bubak range is no obstacle to an
coerny, and consequently the likelihood of the ILierat provinee being the chief
scene of {he impending struggle has receded into the buckground, ~ Neverthe-
Jess, the political, moral and strategieal value which atiaches to the possession
of the Herat valley makes it absolutcly certain that on o declaralion of war it
will become one of the immediate objectives of the Russinn Forces.

A study of Chapter 1T will show that the Russian advance must be made
cither aloug the line Sarakhs.Zulfikar or Merv-Panjdeh, or indecd mare probab-
ly along both.  As there will be nothing north of the Siah Bubak to seriously
oppose an advance, a division of forces would probably be advaniazeous to the
Russians, especially with refeve to water, fuel, etc. Of course, il the railwny
line is brought to Sarakhs, the chances are the main advance will be made along
that line, while a column moving along the Murghab line flanks it on the left
and detaches a force to hold the Bala Murghab position.  Climalic considera-
tions would render it probable that the Russian advance would take place
in May or Jun«, though this of course will be regulated by politicul exigencies.

=

From the chapter on the pas<es across the Siah Bubak (Chapter III), it
will he seen that that range is really no ohstacle, and offers many easy lines of
approach to the Herat valley ; and the chances are that as no formidable oppo-
sition could be made to their passage several routes would be adopted simuitane-
ously, the various columps converging after crossing on {he Parwana gap in the
Kamar Kalagh hills, immediately novth of Uerat. Even if the watershed range
between Badghis and the Herat valley were an_important barrier capable of
defence by a ficld army, its value would be minimized by the fact that 1t can
always be turned altozether from the Mashhad direction. Of course, there
migli! be serious political objections to using that line, but ll]e fact re_mni!ls
that if it were necessary, there is nothing to prevent the Russians adopting it.
Taking the extreme assumption that a British force were actually concentrat-
ed in the Ilerat valley, it is doubtful whelher the defence of the main range
could or would be attempled. Any pass or group of passes can be turncd by
some other ; while even if ult could be held, the rauge as a whole can be turned
from the Mashhad-Kubsan divection, so that it is reasonable to suppose that
cven in (his exireme case the defonce woull be confined to the actual valley
of Ilerat, that is, to the cultivated district surrounding the city.

Chapter 1V shows how comparatively limited is thearen in the Herat
valley aclually inhabited, and bow, il a_field army were available, this culti-
vated poriion of the vallcy might be defended by occupying 'sglecle!.l and pre-
pared positions, I[ the altack were from the north, the position would pro-
bably be in the neighbourhood of Pm-u'.nn:\ i, il from the west, at or about
Sanghast. In the same chapter is described in general terms the nature of the
Tlerat lortress, and it will be admilted that if the Afghaus choose lo defend it,



Morcover, il they displayed any rea)
rat could hold out for some weeks and
ilico of lile,

the place is safe from a conp de main.
tenacity in ils defence, it is |||-oh:|_l)lre e
would ;ml.\' be (-np(urcd by a considerable s

Assuming that it would take ihe Russians at tho most three weeks from
the outset (o reach Ilerat anil at the very most four or five weeks Lo capture it,
we may safely conelude that within two months of a declaration of war ITerat
b \ and, consilering the political natuve of the Al
position in eral, and the almost_eertainty that the non-Afghan population
would welcome the Rus s mare reasonable to allow one month for the
advance on and eapture of the city.  Under these cireumstances, it ls_impnssih]e
to hope or expeet that we could [hrestall them, as even from Kandahar it
would {ake an Anglo-Afghan army af lewst 6 weeks to reach Ilerat.  If any.
thing then is cerlain in war, we ma cept as inevitable the fall of Ilerat and
the lirm establishment of the Russians in that vall Of course, if we had
previously established ourselves in Sistan, the whole situation would be modi.
ficd; and’it is not improbable that the Alshans might hold out at 1lerat long
enougly to enable us (o attempt its relicf, but we are not established in Sistan,
and till we are, it seems uscless to contemplale conditions based on that suppo-
sition.  The only really useful study is the use that could be made by the
Russians of their position in the Ilerat valley and the lincs by which we could
attack it.

As rezards the first point, it is unquestionable that a Russian advance in
foree (rom Herat can only be made by the line Sabzwar—Farah —Kandalar, and
ull fears of am attack by way of the Uazarajator through the Taimani country
may bo dismissed. The Russians having firmly cstablished themselves at
Lerat will either content themselves with gradually absorhinz the country
south and east of it, or will prepare for a general movement on Kandahar, A
study of Chapter V will be uselul, as it demonsirates the unlikelihood of the
Daolat Yarroad heing used by either the Russians or oursclves, except for obtain-
ing iuformation or for the purpose of creating alarm. The hill conntry east of
Herat may become the seene of guerilla warfare; it can hardly become the theatre
of war [or organized armirs, Chapter VI will give some idea of the country
immediately south of Herat and of its suitability for military operations. The
zround practicable for the movements of armies between Herat and Kandahar
is restricted to a comparatively narrow space hetween the Taimani hills on the
onc hand and a broad expanse of desert on the other; there is consequently no
breadth of conntry for maneuvring strategicaliy, all the way from Herat to the
Helmand, so that a campaign fought ont anywhere along this line would prob-
ably depend on the taclical or numerical superiority of one of the combatants ;
and, considering the difficulties of supply and transport, there is no reason why
that superiority should belong to the Russian invader. Moreover, from the
Helmand to the Sabzwar district the population is Afghan and might under
cerlain conditions be expected to strenuously oppose an invader. Of course,
if the Russians were advancing on Kandahar, it would searcely be politic for
us lo mivirmize their diiculties by advancing across the Helmand to meet
them, unless indeed we had previously taken up a secure flanking position in
Sistan; but the case might arise where we were in a position to assume the
offensive towarda Herat, and in that case the Russians might find it desivable
to take up a defensive position somewlere on this line of country, though the
probabilities are that in such a ease they would content themselves wilh
covering Herat by means of a field army in a prepared position immediately
south of the Hari Rud, say, in the vicinity of Roznbagh.

would be in (fussian hond:




CHAPTER II.
BADGIIS, THE JAMSIIEDIS, AND SUNI [TAZARAS OF KALA NAO, &c.

Badghis may be defined ax the counlry lving between Russian territury
on the north and the Siah Bubak or Parapamisus on the south. 1he Russinn
frontier is the worthern houndary from %ul r to Kalu Wali on the Turkistan
road. West and cast it is bounded by the [iari Lud or Tajond and Firozkohi
country respectively. Although the whole of this tract including Murghab and
the basin of the Kashan river is now politically included in Dadelis: the real
Badghis ix properly speaking only the country Detween the Unri Rud and the
Kushk river. ” This tract is very fine, consisting mostly of open rolling grassy
downs. The soil of all the valleys is exeeedingly fertile, and, where cultivated,
hears excellent erops of wheat and barley without irrigation, This part of the
country is known as Gulran. It was fermerly oceupied hy the Temuris, but for
the last half ceutury it has been completely deserted owing to the viids of the
Inrkomans, Tt is believed there are now (1892) some few hondred Afghan
colonists in Gulran, and there are certainly small mililary posts at Zulfikar ond
Gulrsn itsell.  The whole of Gulran may e said to drain north-cast to the
Kushk river or its aflluent, the Dahan-lslim, The valleys which carry off the
drainage are usually shallow, fat-bedded hollows. The downs, thoush covered
with luxuriant pasturage in spring and carly summer, are arid expanses of
parched grass ip the latter hall of the year. " The soil is elay highly impreznat-
i ed by i in it is more or less

=
s, where it is scldom drinkable.  During the
spring rains, the soil of these downs becomes very heavy for traffic of any sort
and quite impassuble for wheels ; but it soon dries up, and then triops of all
arms could fraverse these downs in almost any divection. There is very little

brackish, cspt;cinlly in the red ¢

Tuel.  Tamarisk and 4andem bushes are found in some of the lirger water.
courses and along some of (he lower slopes, but as a rule Gulran is (recless.
As regards water, cast of the Maghor Rud, most of the larger watercourses
contain water all the year round, bub westward, except at Gulran, the coantry
is practically waterless except in the wet season.

North of the Islin valley lies the ckol. It consists of rolling treeless and
sandy dowus, but with a total absence of any distinet drainago courses of any
size. Ak Robat és the only spot where there is any large supply of water.
There some twenly large wells have been sunk for the use of the flocks of Lhe
Panjdeh Sariks, and it seems probable that water could be found by digeing
wells in any similar natural basin; but at present in the whole of the cho! frora
the Hari Rud to the Murghab and Kushk rivers, owing to the absence of water,
there arc no practicable roads for troops, except small bodies of caralry, in any
direction except the old Gulran-Ak Robat-Adam Ulan-Sorakhs road, This
applies (o 9 months of the year; but in winter, alter a snowfall or after the
spring rains, large bodies of eavalry might perhaps cross this tract. The Lari
Rud and Murgbab valleys thus form the only two practicable avenues of
approach for troops (rom the north into Badghis proper. At Lul-i-Khalun on the
one lincand at Ak T'apaon the other, practicable roads first begin to branch off,
and the possession of these two places bars or ln,\"s open, as the case may hr: all
further advance into Badghis. To add to their importance there is an ancient
roule between the two places, which, if all the old wells were re-opened, would
give lateral communication across the chol. At present both these places are in
Russian hands and the advantage lies with them.  Irrespective of this disused
Jateral line, columns advancing southwards up the two valleys first arrivo ona
connected and comparatively fairly watered f_ron't w:nuq they reac_h the l_ma
Zulfikar-Ak Robat-Chaman-i-Bed. As this line is within the Russian [rontier,
it may be said that the great difficullies of the 4esert tract have been overcome,
and that any further advance towards Herat will start oo a well connected
front. The best roads probably are Pul-i-Khatun to Gulran, by Zulfiker and
Kares Elias, and up tho valiey of the Kushk to Kara lapaand the Batun pass.
As regards the former, the Russians lave made a good cart road from
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aliikar, the distance being 75 miles. .Zulli kar as Lhe fmnlier
k(l:fs :lieZAl'glmn's on the Tajand or }Iari R_ucl is of some local import-
ance. It is simply a cloft in the .chﬁs _\vluch bound the vqllc__v of the
Tojand en its right hank and is of nnhl:\_ry importance bc'cnuse it is one of
the few poinls of passnge by which the high chol can be gained from the banks
of the river. There arc two lines of clill, one hehm\_:l the other, with some llu\v
broken ground Dbetsween them, and there are two deliles, one (hrough each line
of clills, and by them a portion of the drainage of !he_ downs I pes to the
river. From Zultikar to Gulran by Karez ]:]l_ins it is 47 mi anrl_ (rom
Gulran to Herat by 1he Sang Kotal it is 654 miles. .'l'hus the total dlstnnlce
from Sarakhs lo Lerat by this route is 190} wmiles or 12 marches (vide
Roule XII1, Herat series, A. B. C. Routes). As regards the route from P:m.](lleh
{o Lierat above mentioned, the total distance is 134} miles or 11 marches (vide
Routes XIX and XIXA of [erat series, A, B. C. Routes). 8o that failing
opposition it is obvious the Hussiaus could be before ilerat within a fort-
night of the declaration of war on whichever line they advanced, assuming
previous concentralion ab Panjdel and Sarakhs.

East of Gulran comes the Kushk district, the land of the Jamshedis one
of the Chabar Aimak tribes. “The following account of the Jamshedis may
therefore be usefnlly introduced here. It must, however, be undersiood that
this account applies to the Jamshedis as they were at the tire of the Alghan
Boundary Commission (1885-8G) ; since then a number of Afghans from Zamin-
dawar have been settled in the district, especially at Kara ‘lapa, while the
Jamshedis themselves have, it is believed, been mostly deporied to districts
in the Herat valley.

THE JAMSIEDIS.

The Jamshedi country {ill quite recently was the central portion of
Badghis; that is to say, the country aboul Kushk, but sinee 1369 the greater
part of the tribe has been deported 10 the valley of the Llari Rud and forcibly
settled in the Obeh, Karokh and Shah6ilan disrricts.  Their Badghis settlements
covered about 1,000 square miles of country between the Koh-i-Baba and the
Russian _boundary. The elevation of this tract varies from about 6,000° to
2,500°, Kushk irsclf being about 3,800" above the sea. The greater pari of the
country eonsists of rolling downs and long ridges, separated by hollows, all thickly
covered with grass. The height of these ridges above the hollows is often
400" or 500", and their slopes are steep though smooth. The country is entire-
ly destitute of trees or bushes except a little tamarisk along the walercourses,
1t is a well-watered fract, and Lhe soil is light and rich and everywhere culti-
voble. Formerly cultivation was extensive, and the country Lhickly populated.
The wealth of the Jamshedis, however, Jay chiefly in their flocks, and in 1886
they werc calculated to possess about 56,000 sheep.  East of Kushk the country
hecomes more hilly, and rocks begin to make their appearance, while pistachio
trees become [requent.

Kushk consists of a number of villages or kishiaksin the valley of the Ak
Robat or Kushk stream. The prineipal settlement contains a fort which is Kushk
proper and was the residence of the Jamshedi chiel. It is said to be unhealthy.
The roads through the Jamshedi country are important. The old main road
from Herat 10 Merv leads through the Kush Robat pass to Kara Tapa, as
also ane of the present roads to Panjdeh and Merv through Kuehk. Again, there
is the road to Alghan Turkistan, and the old road from™ Mashhad to Balkh nig
Gulran and Kushk, eo that the Jamshedi district is strategically somewhat
important.

‘I'he strength of the Jamshedis may e taken in round numbers at about
15,000 souls, buat it is believed that not more than a quatler of these are now
Teft in the Jamshedi country.  They are geverally a tough active race though
not big. They arc badly armed and poorly mounted, though they are essentially
horseman. As a rule, they are a peaceable, weli-disposed peasantry, but are
not deficient in courage. Uher live in khargaks or kibitkas and are semi-
nomadie, that is to say in spring {hey move off to the bills with {heir Socke
ond return for the harvest in July.




n

Up to 1856 Lhe Jamshedi chiels collected revenue from the Iribe for
their own benefit ; but since then there has been no chief, and the revenue has
been taken by the Alghans. The Jamshedia are expected nlso to find a
mouated levy of about 400 men.

Besides the Jamshedis of Kushk, (I
ahout 5,000 souls. Fhese live in regul
own Khan.

here are those of Karokh, sumberiog
lar raud built villages and have Lheir

East again of Kushk is Kala Nao, the country of the Suni Hazaras,

Toe Stxt Hazanas oF Kara Nao.

This {ribe is located {n Badehis between the Jamshedis on tbo wesl and
the Lirozkohi district of Kadis on the cast. T are known as the Suni
Hazaras, a5 those of the azarajat are all Shias, ‘The area of the Suni 1Tazarn
country is approximately 2,300 square miles.

1ts length from south to north is about 50 miles, and it is about the same
in width on the Russian houndary, whero it is broadest. 1ts clevation varies
from 7,000 to 2,000° at Babulai, Kala Nao being ahout 3,000,

It is more hilly than the Jamshedi country, and hetween the hills and pla-
teaux are great ravines, whose beds nre sometimes far Lelow the general level.
Their upper parls are rocky, and narrow, but lower down they widen
ont and beeome broad shallow valleys, all meeting to form the Kasban Lud,
The low bills, of which seven-eighths of the country is composed, rise from
100’ to 400" above the general lovel ; their slapes are generaily steep and smooth,
bare of vegetalion except grass. There is a good denl of eullivation bolh an
the hill sides and in the valleys. Kala Nao is situated in a valley ubnu.t half a
mile wide. 1t is a large rudely built fort, with a small bazar on!slde and
numerous khargaks scattered around. !bcould. _howevcr, offer no rcslslnncq to
civilized troops. The only other existing fort is Kala Maghor. Naratuisa
placa of great natural strengly, being anancient (ortress crowning a ﬂal'-loppe_d
hill, with a scarp all round like the Maliratta forts of the Deccan. The pistachio
tree is very common in the Kala Nao Hazara country, and a good Lrade is done
in the nut. The number of sheep and goats in the counlry is enormous cora-
pared with the populalion, the totnl. l)emg rut at 150,000. Sllppllcs! especi-
ally meat, arc fairly plentiful, and o spring and early summer there is plenly
of forage. ‘I'he country is nol a difficult one to l'mvcl over, though the fre-
quent uaps and downs are trying for laden amimals. All the routes from
Heral to Afghan Turkistan lie through it. The best route from Kala Nao to
Bala Murghab is that #ié Babulai and :\Innglmn. This route has ).lleen used
by arcillcr;. The next best route is by Kala ‘Mugllor to Dara Bam (vide Routes
XX, XX Ui, and XXII1, Herat series, A. B. C. Routes).

t: azaras are a colony from the ITazarajat planted by Nadir
ShahThsF{iﬂLaaI:;:agtl'cngth may be taken at nbrl:}lt 4,000 \:umlles.‘ {Il 5lress,
rers snd language they resemble the Jamshedis, but are - bigger,
mlzlnn ith their Tu’targcnslc'of countennnce look more like Turkomans, ’lhey are
Sory i c{'ﬂ'erentlv armed and badly mounted; they are supposed to l'urm?h a
very :::dl]evy of 600 men, but ns soldicrs they are quite inelicient. Their
lql::;:::,:y is now divcetly administered by an Afghan official.

Murneyan,

Y 1 district lies that of Murghab, which extends along

I\Oﬂkhq ((’)rf lt}ll:z ]l\ilﬂ;l"llf;? rivs:-r from Darlmnd-i-](jl Rekhta to_llnc Russizn
o e Maruchak "In 1884, this tract had a mlxcd' popuh}hon of about
A M'lies of .l]m-:nshetlis, Kala Nao Ilazaras and TFirozkohis, but chiclly
gﬂjaghiflll‘:l but most of these Chahar Aim:ll; triAhfeslmen Im\'\eL s:l:.';gn:l:)l:zll.n]l?lr;

ir ow out by the Afghans. Al pre abl

of tueir ‘l)“',ilzalzllcicso\‘;“elr;rc];en‘;'i:dgea“;dreduce'd, and cZusis(s chielly of Ol){‘h Ghil-
e :;Ie ati Afehans settled in the neighbourhood of Bala Murghab nll‘ld
ot l'r ’i‘hererisnlsoastrong post (200 fhasadars), mostly Logaris, ulJIl, he
oo “l;afl-rt Bala Murghab and Maruebak, though _mlsemble placﬁs, ave
M::eu(:zl:i:iimroy i.mportance; the former lies astride the main road from Eerat to
[
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i hile the latter waiches the road from Panjdeh. Dala Mur.
:I:‘x:l’:liss‘:,,l:nr;:a square mud fort, with round towers or bnsn?ns atthe angles, stand.
ing on a mound. 1t is itself commanded by the lo_\v hills to the cast, other.
wise it would be a place of somo strength as the river encircles it on thres
sides and is about 60 yards wide, deep and su.'ong. The troops nru,quart(-red
outsido the fort in a number of domed huts jrregulacly disposed. The usua]
garrison is a bntlalion of infantry, a battery of artillery and some cavaley. No
bridges esist, though there are traccs of several old ones, and fords are now tho
only means of communication. During the flood season, March, April, May,
transit is altogether stopped. The valley of the Murghab is liere :1bqut 2 miles
wide, Aat and tolerably well cullivated, confined by low hills on either side.
There aro absolutely no trees, and it would be very difficult to get wood for
bridging ; even firewood is wanting. Grass is abundant in spring and summer,
but the amount of supplies locally precurable is inconsiderable. From Bala
Murghab to Maimana ¢id Kala Wali it is 91 miles, but the road from Karawal
Khana, 11 miles down the Murghab valley, where the Kala Wali strenm joina
the Murghab, is perhapsa better one to follow. The triangle Bala Murghab-
Kala Wali-Maruchak is a very important one, as whoever holds it absolutely
bars communication between Herat and Turkistan, orcovers it, as the case may
be. Moreover, nny force hostile to the Russisns in that position would immediate-
ly threaten their Merv-Panjdch-Herat line of communications. Maruchak is one
march below Karawal Khana, or altogether 25 miles below Bala Murghab.
Maruchak has been a small walled town, dominated by a high citadel and sur-
rounded by n wet dilch. The present fort ocoupics the sile of the ancient
citadel. The delects of the position are that it is commanded by the hills of
the chol 2,600 yards distant; that the outer enceinte is too extensive, requir-
ing at least 3,000 men to defend it; and finally, that it ounly closes the right
bauk of tho Murghab. Nevertheless it is a position of some value, espe-
cially for purposes of observation.

Kala Wali not ouly closes the routes from Bala Murghab and Karawal
Khana to Maimana, bul also the tracks lending {rom the chol into the Kaijsar
valley, as shown in the sketch map below. ~This subject is fully discussed
in Vol. I1I of the A. B. C. Records, pages 279—286, to which reference
for details is invited.

1 lneh =3 R Miles P Daolatabdd
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i ﬂ’l‘hle \‘\ll.lf)]c'lh‘llly 't‘rn'cf. hetween the I(flslnk and Murghab rivers may now
hriefly be deseribed. This tract hias two main axes or w. sheds, the one running
north rl‘l)Pl the Baba range to Manghan, and the othier from near Naratu nortl.
west Lo Kushk, and then bending north towards Panjdeh ; these twa watersheds
being separated by the valley of the Kashan Rud, Axs [ar north as the line
Bala Murghab-Chaman-i-Bed the whole conslitutes a very hilly tract.
Inlantry, cavalry and camels ean work across most of it without =reat difficulty,
but olf the Tew main roads it wonld he barely practicable for wheeled lrunspn‘rl‘.
or guns. The eastern of |hr-~13 two hill sysiems is alnesl mounlainous in

char Townrds the D: Bam on the east (he fall is very ult and
previpitous, while westwards, lowards ° ides are
distimetly steep and the deseents to the

e, I

Sl ] Tom where
the Dara-i-Bam joins the Murghab to the narrow rock-bhound zorge of the
Darband-i-Jaokhor, the Murghab flows in a narrow defile. The Dand-i-
Jaokhor

s a lateral ridge running from the Marghab to the Kashan Hud

and may be described as the northern shed of the Kala Npo basin.

¢ rilge and presents la the novth a line of precipitous cliffs,

sy glacis deeply furrowed by ravines draining to the Manglan

stream.  Nor i in a streteh of Jow undulating Lills, diversified by a

or peaks, none of which however rise (o auy great

heizht, is seen extending to the Murghab below Maruehak,  These hills abut
on the Murghab and Kashan in steep crumbling clay bluifs.

The western syslem of bills as far west e Khwaja Kalandar has an
elevation of 7,000 [eet to 55,000 fect ; it then subsides into a tract ol irregular
Broken clay hills, the main axis of which runs nortls, separating the drainage of
the Kashan Rud from that of the Kushk river, The principal drainage
channels, such as the Kolari, ave broad, flat, valleys, but quite waterless
irvegular lateral ridge, about
(hrown ont east anl west, which abuts on the I{ashan Rud at
Torsheikh and with the Rand<i-Jaokhor above mentioned forms the northern
}mit of the Kala Nao basin.  The country north of the Band-i-Chivgaruh is
very similar to that north of the Band-i-Jaokhor rightaway to Panjdeh, but the
features are on a lareer seale, and except at one or two places (he country is
destitute of water except just after the spring rains. At that season, tha is,
when rain water pools are to be depended an, these Lills can be traversed in
most directions by tronps excepling of course wheeled artillery.  About the
latitude of Kala Maur the hills sink into a hard undulating platean, which is
crossed by the road [rom Kala Maur to Mary ) is a sleep ascent on
to this ])l.:lteﬂl.l from the Kushk but othery ble by guns;
Dut there is no water on it for 26 miles uniil the Kashan is hed and even
there, from July {o December, it cannot be depended on. North of this rong
the downs .n‘gnin iderably to the flat table-topp d cminence, cailed Takhe,
above Panjdel, which forms a prominent lindmark [rom all sides.

The Kushk valley consista like the Murghab '\mllc\‘, of a .'wrin-s of small
plains separated by defiles where the hills elose in on the river. At Kam
Tapa, the bighest point on the river \\v‘lllllll the _ll ussian lrnnher,‘zhc viver in
Pecember is 2’ 1o 5’ deep and about 12 yards wide. Xorth of Chaman-i-Bed
the Kushk, except in spring, rans underground for several miles.

‘Ihe hilly track just described is crossed by several roads; the most import-
aut appear Lo be :—

(1) That from Naratu to Kala Nao, and (hence to the Dara.i-Bam
either by Kishlak Khwaja or by Maghor.

(2) From Kushk by Kala Nao, Babalai and x\[:\nzl,nu (o Bala Mune
This is the main Herat-Turkistar m:u.l. Iuis easy and requi
bat little improvement for guns, but is without water in the dry
season for the greater part ol the way.

(3) From Babulai lo Panjdeh by Lhe Rud-i-Kashan.
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J Cushk dow {ushk Rud, a good ecasy road for guns
) tom l\]l(ls::)}; :ll:‘l‘llolrtﬂt‘leis}:uwu above N:m:k, where Lhe river llows
(t‘lfrcttllxzh a comparatively parrow gorge, and where, if the river iy
too llikll (o use the bed, the road is ‘m'c(‘d to cross a rocky promon.
tory. 'This is the best read to Panjdeli.

(5) From [anz-i-Khan to Ttobat-i-Kashan. This is an ecasy mm! for
anything but wheels, and there is a smallsupply of water at Chah-
i-Nakash. From Rtebat-i-Kashan wood gun roads lead inasingle
mareh to Maruchak or the Murghab valley.

(6) The rond [rom Kala Manr to Maruchak above referred to.

vorth of the hill region above doscril)ml. nnl‘l Velow .\[nrnclmk_ on the
]\Iur}v\lgnrb ::umcs (he district of Panjdeb, which it will be uselul to deseribe bere,
allh;u:;h it is no part of Badghis.

PaxNsDEL

Consists of the valley of the Murghab from Macruchak down fo abont
Hazeat Imam, also of so much of the afllluent valleys of the Kushk and
Kashan as lie north of the [rontier line. The district is inhabiled by Sarik
Turkomans, who reside in and cultivate the valleys, but graze their flocks in the
chol. There are no villages, as the Smiks dwell in &ibitkas and their camps are
constantly shifted. New Panjdeh and *Old Panjdeh ' are merely (he sites of
towns coeral with Merv. 'The valley of the Murghab is bounded by the steep
but low hills of the chols on either side. ‘Ihe river is deep, swift and generaliy
impassable. Its fords are few and dificult. It is a marshy sort of river, with
large reed beds.  The land available for cultivotion was in 1885 insufficient for
the wants ol the Sariks who inhabit the district, but they possess large flocks
amounting to 300,000 head of sheep besides camels; and on theso and the
carpet indusiry they make their living.

The whole Sarik population is practically concentrated at Panjdeh and
at Yolatan. ‘There are said 1o be ahout 7,000 families in the former place
and 4,000 in thelatter. Panjdeh really beging about 4 miles north of Maruchak,
here the defile expands into a valley about 25 miles long and from 1 to 4 miles
wide. North of the junction of the Kushk and the Murghab it closes in

in. The Panjdeh valley is well irrigated by eanals, the prineipal one of
is led across the Kushk river by the old brick aqueduct known as the
Lhisli or Tash Kupruk, which played so notable a partin the fight at
Panjdel. 1rom here the canal is continued along the left or west bauk of the
Murghab as far as Yolatan, but it was vut of repair and disused in 1686, and
may still be so. The Russians have established their civil station at ‘Takht-i-
Bazar, but the troops arc cantoned a march helow Ak Tapa. The Murghal
near Panjdel is a rapid river about 80 yards broad. In late semmer and
autumn it may be forded, {he best fords being at 1lazargi Bazar and at a point
about 30 yards south of the south-cast corner of New Panjdeh, while just
below Ak Tapa is a deep and  difficult ford, the last belore Yolatan is
reached. :

The elevation of the Sarik country varies from about 4,000 to less than
1,000. 'The average elevalion of Panjdeh may be taken at 1,100°, the Karabel
plateau at 4,000" and the western chol at 2,500°,

The climate of Panjdeh is not good. The winter is raw, cold and disa-
greeable, though snow does not lielong ; the summer islong, hot and unhealthy,
aud there is then a good deal of fever. Tae wheat harvest is early in June.

The Sariks arc rather a fine race, tall, strong and bony. They are said to
bhe better ighling men and braver than other Turkomans.  Thev are industrious
and hard-working and live peaceably among themsclves. They are all Suni
?[.u:lamma(lnns, but by ne means bigoted or strict in the practice of their

aith.

As regards Lransport, ihe camels of the Sariks
«ross between the one-humped Bactrian and the Af:
possess about 16,000, and that [rom 2,000 to 5

are a very fine breed, a
ghan. They are said to
,000 would be available for hire.
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wn"l!:.s;":;cf_zi.lrrllsrl‘)w‘chol.‘ a short deseriplion will not be out of place here,  The
\ ol sigmifies in Arabic a sandy desert, but the chol is not a sand desert
in the usual sense of the term.  1t”is rather a sandy undulating broken plain
of which the soil nearly everywhere ossesses a cer o Fooee
sand being only found'in a [ow places, especiall ;
deh. The whole of the chol is covered with grass in &pring. «hiter the
soil the ]e’s;t the grass, but the more sand the more bushes of tamariok and
s‘a.ranl: Thus there is always abundant fuel and camel grazing in the ehol.
There is a higher chol and lower chof, the formee being rcpt«-sznu-(l by the
Karabel plaleau and its continuation west of the ‘.\[\ll'!;'ll?ll). Yrom the north
a.nd west edges of the Karabel platcau descend a mass of ravines confaining
little streams of salt waler ealled shors, and this is all the surface waler the chol
produces, so that practicaliy the chol is impassable Tor troops.

1 consisteney, aciual loose
near tl d near Panj.

The military situafion as regavds Badghis may now be summed up. The
mature of the chol restricts the advance ol the Russians to two lines only, that
from Sarakhs towards Zulfikar by the valley of the Tajand, and that from Merv
to Parjdel by the valley of the Murghab. = As the Russians now hold these two
lines throughout their length, Badghis is open to invasion at any moment, and
praclically no resistanee can be offered under present conditions. ‘I'he country
about Gulran is fairly easy, while castwards, lowards Kushk and Kala Nao, it
becomes more hilly and diffiealt ; it would therelore seem probable that the
main line of advance would he from Sarakhs by the Tajaod valley ; but this
again is dey t on railway iderations, and the Russians may find the
Murghab line the better one [or railway extension.

The nature of the country and climate causes the spring or early summer
to he the most favourablo scason for a Russian advance. During the rains at
the end of winter the ground is too heavy for large movements. In the mid-
dle of summer the heat is considerable and animals suffer greatly from fies
while in the autumn not only would forage be scarce, but water would be
hardly obtainable.

‘Fhicre is one olher important military feature in this region. It is the
strategical value of the trilateral Maruchak-Kala Wali-Bala Murghab. Who-
ever holds that in commensurate force is master of the sitnation; for a force in
that position not only comwands the communications belwcen Herat and
Turkistan, but forbids or covers, as the case may De, any advance from Panjdeh
towards Herat.

References.
Leclure on the Russo-Afghan Frontier :—
Port 11, pages 28 to 30.
Afghan Tlonndary Commission Recorde:—
Vol. 1. pages 153-267, 234-207 and 317-325.

Vol. IL.
Vol. ITI, pages 61-86, 115-141, 231210, 219-296.

Vol IV.
Vol. ¥, pages 103-112.
Afghan Bovadary Cowmission Routos, Feral. sorios



CHOAPTER IIT.

NG FROM THE JIERAT VALLEY T0 BADGHIS AND TlE

VALLEY OF TILE MURGILAR.

The Merat valley is hounded on the lmr(h! nlan average distance of 25 or
90 miles from the Tari Rud, by a range ol bills \vlu(']'l‘ isin facta prolonga.
tion of 1hie main or middle racge of the ](qll-i- Baha. llml\‘c I.nlls are them-
selves spoken of as the Koh-i-Daba,.though its western portion Is kknown as (he
Siah Bubak,

The rango is generally speaking a lo

THE PASSES LEADI

and easy one.  North-east of erat
the hills ave of some h t, the ing lour or five thousand fect above
the valley while the roads across this portion of the range are rough and some-
what dillicult; but [rom a poiut almosk due nm:ll\ _nl llt'rnfl the llnlls drep con-
siderably, and the passes across them, instead ol being over 7 ()1"0 ahove the sea,
are from fonr 1o five thonsan:d feet; that is 1o say, less lh:\n‘.’,,()pu above the |_nl:nn;
while the portion known s the Siah Bubak may be deseribed as a series n'f
broken downs, the passes over which, west of the ]\,llull'll):ln, arcall \_lndm' 3,000,
or less than 5007 above the valley of the Iavi Rud. West of the Khumbao the
range is split into two by the Chilsazi stream, and the two spurs thus lormed
end abraply in the Hari Rud afier that river has taken s al bend (o the
north. There is no route of any sort down the valley of the MHavi Rud which in
this part of its course is an impassable delile, and eonsequently ali communica-
tion between the Herat salley and Badglis is resticted 1o the passes across the
8inh Bubak. ‘I'hie hills on the Persian side of the l{ari Rud are decidedly more
difficult than those on the Afehan side, and therefore the easiest as well ns the
most direet route [rom Sarakhs 10 the Herat valley is to be found across the
Siah Bubak. The passes over thesc hills maturally divide themselves into
several groups.  The most weslerly of these eroups is that comnecting the
Kuhsan portion of the Ghorfan district with Sarakhs through Zuldkar. ~This
group consists of :—

(1) The Nibalhiceni. {3) The Karango.
{2) ,, Bang Nawisht, (4) ,, Chashma Surkak.

Of these, the first three lead throngh Karez Elias, while the last goes throngh
Kizil Bulak, (3) and () are practicable for laden camels in their present con-
dition, while (1), (3) and (4) could all bo made (it for wheeled artillery.* (2)
is of no mililary value, Al four are practicable throughout the year, though
liable to snow storms.  The same general description applies to all these passes.
The soil is elay mixed wilh sandstone and in wet weather or after snow the
ground is very sticky and heavy. The general characier of the ground en-
countered in erossing by any of these passes from south to morth is firat an
outer and almost detached ridge, like the Sawaliks, then an ascent through a
series of parallel clay or sandstone ridges, finally ending in a stecp ascent up a
ravine or broken scarp to an open upland plain which is succeedeil by a gentle
descenl ending in an abrupt drop of two or three hundred fect to the Clilgazi
Rud. Crossing this, a gentle ascent up a shallow open ruvine leads to (he crest
of the second or northern ridge, which is & narrow serrated line of jagezed sand-
stone crags ; then comes a sharp descent of a fow hundred yards, followed hy
an casy [all to the foot of the perpendicular scarps of the ekol on the northern
side of the Karez Llias, .

The next group of passes is that comneeling Kuhsan aud Gharian with
Gulran.  This group includes : —

(1) ‘The Khumban. (1) The Ao Mazar.
@), Hobatei-Surkh, () w Ao Saled or Padugi.
3) . Aeia Badak. (6) , Chasbma Subz.

All these passes except (6) cross the hills about 3,500’ above the sea; that is
to sny, the hills hereabouts are nothing more than low downs risine 600 or
&0 above the plain; al the Chashma Sabz pass, however, the rise incbreﬂses lo

,700°. None of the passes are closed in the winter, though suow lies for a month
or two, ard snow storms may blaock a road fora Few days. In crossing the Ao

® In fuct the ibulsheni i 0 0w in dry wveater; vidr, A, D. o, ocarde Vol, 111, puge 432,
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Saled on the 4th April, the head-
in for 1 tortibly smlw o, \\‘h(ilc](.] ”"f:l :‘][(‘“IIB" Boundars Commission eame
xv Iuml 262 Vol. I, “ A. B. C. Records ;') o o o 2 ;
;:;:‘:‘““"I:;“"l:‘:' ‘:)ff “l{:‘:;t;'::. qt'iill::t]zq'\llcnil,\'l:\l'lm- SHOW oF Tain the 1
in old o ¢ pusses lend themselves to defence, and the < y
which ‘llsi'v{,llrtﬁll:‘l;g,‘?.‘;e_r them at (1) and (2) are hoth gnndLv.':unell 0::5‘:
o :‘movinnll‘ 1 N .n\n(le practieable for guns, They would he most usel i
(5) are l;:lsws co?ln):;l.\‘-efn Kubsan and Gulran. (3) isa mere foot path. (4) nlllld
Sven s 11 oy N "l‘".-' Ghorian with Gulran; both are cusy camel ronds and
rncliz-abic Tor y e'I\ her could nae Ilhcm in their present state, (©) ‘h’nuvl
P wotien d'[ﬁl camels and the most direct route to Gulran is so mueh lh'"la ;
and more difficull {Lan the alternative routes that il is of of atively Titdie
importance. cumparatively litlle
The third
and includes th

e death lower
The soil is, generally

group consists of lhe passes leading into Badehi

he best route to Panjdeh; the pnssu:iu quesl;‘onba\:-z :fi)m Herat
(1) The Darakht-iTut, 3) The

2) , Sang Kotal. 24]) u‘ ﬁ:i‘l:ln
(8) The Kush Robat—Sang-i-Robal and Ardewnn.

Of these (1) is uscless from a military point of view. (2) woul

movement on Gulran from Herat, and it can be easilv(n?mle li:lfl::- l;::ls fmi‘!?
is an alternative road to (2), but it is enly a pack road. (L) and (5) are t{xe
hest routes to Kara Tapa and Papjdeh, the former route being a little longer
but, praciicable for artillery even in its present condition. These roads, may
be vegarded as the most important lines of communication between Herat and
Turkislan. In this group the passes vary from 4,600° 10 5,100" so that the hills
may be said to Le about 1,600" above the plain.

The most easterly group of passes is that leading from Herat to Bal
Murghab, through Kushk and Kala Nao. It consist: of :— o o B

(1) The Baba, (4) Tho Banush Dara.
(2) ,, Golh. (3) , Shutar Murda.
@ , Dalta, (8)  Zarmusl.

(7) The Rab-i-Kabuti.

These passes are oll over 7,000’ and are closed by snow for two or three
months in the year. (7) is only a foot path, while (2) (3) (4) and (3) arereally
only fit for mule and lorse traffic. (1) is considered the shortest road to
Afghan Turkistan, but is by no means so good a8s the DBatun and Ardewan
passes, and in fact is diflicult even for camels. (G) is considered the main
route to Kala Nao, and guns can be got over by means of drag ropes. Itis in
fact the only route of real military importance in the group.

The general conclusion to Le drawn [row a study of the passes across the
Eoh-i-Baba from Herat, is that the range is no real obstacle to an enemy
from the north, and that it does not lend itself to defence, as apart from the
tactical unsuitability of the passes for defencs, there is the strategical ob-
jeclion that any pass is liable to be turned by others in its nei
Morcorver, even if the range [ormed in itsell an adwirable harricr,
posed (o the disadvantage that it can casily be turned altogether by aa ad-
yance in foree from the Mashhad direction, in which ease all eflorts dirccted
1o the defences of the passes would have been’ thrown away, On the whole
the conviction must force itsell on the mind (hat for a numerically inferior
force, the defence of the Lierat valley Is a task * presenting the most serious
diliculties.

Tor convenience of refcrence, a short abstract of the informalion obtained
by the Afghan Boundary Commission regarding the passes is given below.

The Nikalsheni pass.—This js the most westerly of the passes leading
from Xuhsan to Badghis and Sarakbs, and is the best and most diveet road
from Kaman-i-Bihisht (0 Karez Elias. 1t enters the bills about 6 miles
porth of the former place and abeul 13 milcs cast of the Hari Rud.  The dis.
tance from this point to Karez Elias is abovt 23} miles; thence lo the Hari
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it i iles by o good rond. The British Commission marched
{lty":ll'lil: ;n:sb?: Lgnxlniiu;-ylssg. The Afghans had then made a good road

practicable for guns throughout.

“stated, the Siah Bubak nt its western end is broken up into
two ;i\(;vtir??;'{hili:lt(enll course of the Chilgazi, so that the road first crosses
the Takht-i-Khurd Kotal (2,600°), then drops 1,000’ to the Chilgnzi Rud, as-
cends to the Nihalsheni Kotal (2,795, and linally desc'cnds to ICarez Elias
(1,576°). The Chilgazi Itud is usually dry, but water is obtainable on this
route at about the 16th mile.

Al Karez Elias thero is a fair camping grnu.nd. Thence to Zulfikar, it
is 12} miles by a good casy rond practicable for all arms. From Zulfikar
t bere arc two roads to Sarakbs, one by the lefl hank of the H_:n'l Rud through
Persian territory (76 miles), the other a carl road along the right bank, recent-
1y constructed by the Russians (75 miles). Thus from Kuhsan to Sarakhs by
this route, {he total dislance may e tuken as about 150 miles.

Referencer,
(1) Coptain Pesgocke's veport on the Nihalsheni paws, pago 431, Vol. IIT, Records of Intelligence
Party, Afghnn Donndary Commiesion,
(2) Routes IX and XIII, Afglan Doundary Commission Routes, Herat sries.

Sang Nawishi and Karango passes.—These two passes, which are branches
of one and Lhe same pass, lead from Kuhsan through Kaman-i- Bihisht to
Karez Elias and thence to Zulfkar; the western branch is known as the
Bang-i-Nawisht ; the eastern as the Karango. The [ormer is alwost useless for
military purposes, while the latter could be rendered practicable for field
guns, and is even now passable with ense by laden camcls except at one
place. Like the Nihalsheni both these routes cross two distinct ringes as
well as the deep ravine of the Chilgazi. The Karango Kotal is 2,925 above
the sea, so somewhat higher than the Nihalsheni pass.

Refvrcneen

(1) Caplain Peacncke's reporl at page 495, Vol. I11, Record of the Ialelligonce Parly, Afghon Doundary
Comn n.
(2) Raute No. X, Afghan Doundary Commission Routes, Ilerat scrics.

The Chashma Surkak pass.—This pass lying between the Karango and
Ebumbao passes, leads from Kuhsan to Kizil Bulak in Badghis. It ijs, except
at onc point, an oxcellent camel road ; and though tbe direct road is in its pre.
sent state impracticable for guus, still by a slight detour ficld guns could easily
be taken across the hills from the head of the Chilgazi Rud to Chah Yalki.
Like the passes to the westward, the Chashma Surknk crosses two ridues and
the intervening valley of the Chilgazi, but as it crosses the latter near its head,
there is not the sume abrupt drop which characterizes the western passes.
The first kofal is 2,760" above sea, while the Chilgnzi Rud is crossed at 2,130".
‘Che rud is here open and its surface comparalively smooth ; down its course
a gool track, practicable for field guns, runs to the Nibalsheni road. The as-
cent from Lhe Chilgazi to the second Aofal is about ;600". The ascent and
descent of Lhe second or northern ridge is the ouly real ditficully on this road,
and 3 or ¢ days’ work by a company of sappers would render it Lit for guns.

References.
{1} Captain Peacocke’s eaport al page 438, V-
(2) Ronte Ko. X1, Afzlian loundarg Comm

T, Afghan Doundary Cummission ecords.
ion Roules, Iloral series.

The Khumbao pass.—This is ope of the most important and easiest passes
over ihie range separating the Ghorian district from Badghis. The old main
road from Sarakhs to Kubsan eid Gulran appears to have led overit, At pre-
sent the route is an excellent camel road, and eonld, without difficulty, be made
a gun road, as the soil is easy to work. The route crosses the bills east of the
bifurcation caused by the Chilgazi, and consequently there is only one kolal
to cross, aud this is estimaled at 3,470" above the sea. The lengtl of the PAss,
that is, the portion where (roops would be restricted to the !'lmrlb, is about 12
miles. The pass does not lend itself to defence except at the koful. The soil
throughout is soft elay intermixed with sandstone rocks. It would be beavy
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in wot weather or after ¢, i
{Fin sy her or a or the melting of snow. From Kuhsan to Chah Yalki

References,

(1) Repart by Captai nd at page 442, V.
It b, o llond o nr::ﬂtﬁ&\nl. M1, Afghan Donadary Commismion Deoords, aod

0. XIT, Afighan Danndory Commission Rontes, Hernl serics.

(2 Roule N,

The . Robal.i-Surkh Prse.—This pnss plso
in Badghis. Tt lies about 3 miles mull‘h-ens: n:&:ﬂ: lj;‘;lnl:mg:ohs?otﬁ? Gllltmin
higher than the latter, and the gradients on the south slope are so‘mewhn:
steeper.  Neverlheless il is short ond easy, and may be pronounced practicable
for cven siogc guns in dry weather, as far as any unmade road can be consi-
dered so. . Inold days it is said to have been the caravan roule hetween Persia
and Panjdel and thence to Mery, It is_even now an oxeellent eamel road,
and o few hours” work would make it a zood gun road in dry weather ; bat
the soil is light and would he heavy aflter rain or snow. Tie kotal is 3, 000
above the ses, and the distance [rom Galachalt to Gulran is less than 29 miles.

Reforences.

(1} Report by Cuplain Maitland € page 443 and repart by Cyptai 5
por by Carl Jand at.mage 443 and repest by Captain Poacocke at poge 451 of Vol. TII,

(2) Noute No. X114, on Tlnles, llerat series.

The Asia Badak pass—This is little better than o footpath, but is said to
bo practicable for horses, It lies about 3 miles east of the Robat-i-Surkb pass,
ood is of little use except as a path flanking the latler on ite right,

han Buundary Commi

Reference.
Page 435, Vol. 111, Afghan Baundary Cowmission Reconls.

The Ao Mnzar pase.—A path leading to Gulran from Ao Mazar and
crossing the Siah Bubak a (ew miles north ‘of the Ao Safed route. It is an
extrenely casy route practicable even for artillery. The ascent is for 3 miles
over grassy downs, while the descent on tho north side is evon easier than tbat
from the Ao Safed. The distance from Ao Mazar to Gulran is about 15
miles. The drawback (o this route is the want of waler. At Ao Mazar from
July to December none can be counted on.

References.
(1) Tage 430, VoL 111, Afzhan Doundary Commission Records.

" (2) Route No. XV, Afghan Boundars Commission Ttoutes, Herat scries.

The Ao Safed or Padagi pass.—This pass leads from the Ghnl:inndistrigt
to Gulran, and is one of the casiest of the passes through these hills. It is
only 7 miles long, and for half that distance can s_cgrcel_y b_e called a pass as it
crosses open upland slopes.  Tn its present condition it s passable for light
carts in dry weather, and a few hours’ work would make it it for guns. The
soil is a soft red clay which I)elcnmcs \'e.rytlllcavy .':l‘lcr rain. ﬂl’lher_csls nocﬁ\\c':ﬁ:r

2 pass in dry weallier, and except in the wiuter scason there is pra
:lnrl) L\l\l'ntgl?lm(\\'ccl{Clmshmn Sabz and Gulran (23 miles). Cl!nsl_lmn Sabz (3,150%
is 81 miles from the Hari Rud at Rozanak. ‘The road to it is open and easy,
and so [ar there is plenty of water. There are two kotals to be crossed, the
first 3,550° above Lhe sea, the second 3,850" so that the total rise is only 700",
The pass is not one bat lends itsell to defence.

{11 Captain Pencorke's reporl, page 137, Vol. 11T, Afghan Brundary Commitsion Records.

{2) Runte No. XIV, Afghan Doundary Commission Routes, Herat series. c
leading from the Ghorian

The Chashma Sabz pass.—~One of the passes P4 1 )
(lish'ictlfo Gulean; it olfers the most dllre?t rol:lte ]flrnn.l}fl:lor;nd lf:o(lz]:l]:;?s.

ing i p iles [ ari Rud,
The Chashmn Sabz spring is about 21 i es from the O i, aad from (hi
i Julran it is about 26 miles. The crest is reache 3 A
ol‘,ul:-:ti:::n (l‘-;;l;('l"n or about 1,700° above Chashma Sabz. The ront%.hes for
the ;nost p:n:f. over soft soil and alter wet would be very heavy. 'l‘heu];on llstn;v:l:
blocked by snow, though it lies on the ground for nearly two months.
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tho whole & very fair camel raad, bul. is not to be compared with the Ao Safed,
snd it would e a work vl some trouble to make it (it [or gnns.

Referemee.
Caplain Maitland's report al page 439 of Vol. 111, Afghon Doundary Comtnission Recordn.

The Darakhi-i-Tut pass.—A very difficuit pass and but little used except
by the nomads. Tt is uscless for military purposes except. for messengers,
reconnoitring partics, &c. The allitude of the kofal is 4,080°. It is sitnated
%7 miles west ol the Sang Kotal.

Reference.
Gaplain Tencocko's reporl at page 464, Val, 111, Alghan Boundary Commiesion Records.

The Sang Kofal pass—This is the most direct road from _H,cmt to
Gulran, 'The pass is barely 3 miles long, and thesommit is only 4,670 It is
an oxcellent gun road except for the first half mile of the descent on the norlh
side, whero it is very stecp and stony. There are no water difficulties. TFrom
Herat to Gulran by this route it is about G9 miles or 5 longish marches, while
to Sarakhs it is 190 miles through Zulfikar.

References.
(1) Caplain Peacockes reporl, page 465, Vol IT1. Alghan Boundary Commission Records.
{2) Route No. XYL Afghan Baundary Commisrion Routes, lerat series.

The Afzal pass.—This may be rcgarded as an alternative to the Sang
Kotal route, and as on that route, the descent on the north side is very steep
and bad, though a moderate amount of labour would make it a (air pack rond.
The crest is 4,730" above the sea.

References,
(1) Crplain Waitland's report, page 467, Tol. I1L, Afghan Doundery Commission Records.
(2) Route No. KVII, Afghen loundery Commission Ronles, 1lcrat series.

The Batun or Botan pass.—This isone of the easiest passes leading from
Horat {o Badghis, and its position renders it one of great importance. 1t is quite
fit for wheeled Lraffic, though doubtless it could be much improved in places.
The only serious objeclion Lo this road is ils liability to become impassable in
wet wealher, but this applies to all these passes. The kofal is 4,810' or nearly,
1,600’ above Ilerat, from whieh it is distant about 39 miles. Trom Herat to
Kara Tapa, the ncarest post on the Russian [routier, it is 79 miles or 7 inarches.

References.
(1) Captain Maitland's report, at page 47, Vel. 111, Afglan Boundary Commission Records.
(2) Route No. VI, Afglion Boundary Commisson Ruutes, Tleral neries.

The Sang-i- Robal and Ardewan passes.—These passes lic 5 miles east of
the Batun, and though perhaps nol quite so easy are more generally used as be-
ing the shortest routes irom Heral to Badghis.  Both moy be considercd gun
roads, but guns would have to be dragzed by hand in several places. An
Afghan battery crossed lhe Ardewan Kotal in the spring of 1884, thongh no-
thing had been done to improve the roml. By (he Sang-i-Robatb rouic Kara
Tapa is about 71 miles from Herat, and Punjdel about 134 wiles or 11 mavchies.

Kush Robat (4,150") is an cxcellent camping ground, 23 miles from
Herat; not only ix there ample space, but water, fuel, and eamel grazing ave abun-
dant.  Two miles heyond this the pass s 5 the lelt branch goes direct
to KaraTapa 0ié Sang-i-Rohat, while (he richt leads by the Ardewan Kotal to
Kushk. The former crosses fhe watershed 4 miles from Kush Robat at
4,850". The latter rises to 5,150°. These two passes are oflen collectively spoken
of as the Kush Robat, the name of their common stavting poiut. It would prae-
tically be impossible to defend these passes, and except 1 wet weather the
form no obstacle. v

Refirencer. -
(1) Caplain Maitland's reporta at page 476, Vol. 111, Afghan Toundsrs Comemission Recurde.
(2) Routes XIX and XIXA. Afghn Boundary Cmamiasion Routes, 1lerat serica,
The Baba pass.—This leads from Herat {0 Kushk, and thence through Kala
Nao to Bala Murghab. 1t is the shorlest road be(ween Herat and Alghan Tur-
kistan, but itis by no mcane the best, the Kush Robat and Batun passes being
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far better in every respect, Tig Baba
of which, the castern one, hy the D,
onoe cver used by ns.” The rond is dif

) s, ad s diffieul
steep, rocky and rough, The erest of the | o for
pass i8 vearly always closed by snaw betwee,
spring the water in’ ghe ‘Talalk v
This pass ia susceptible of defe

Pass has {wo ent

N " rances on Lhe i
ara i-Kiwaja Jiv s fa south side,

rthe best, and is the only
t camels, being in places
58 i8 7,650 above Uho sen. The
! n Christmas and Febmary, and in
‘ine sometimes renders the route impossable.
nee In conjunction with the Golal,

Refevences,
(1) Caplain Maitland's repnet at paye 183, Y
(2) Capliin Peacuoke’s repurt at Page 488,
13) RNoute No. XX, A Boundary Cammission Routes, Terat. seticn.

. The Golah pass.—This pass leads from Herat to Kala Nao by the Khwaja
Jir ravine. It crosses tho main range at 7,970’ co that it ie full 300" higher
than tho Daba Kotal than which it is considered to be mors dificult, On the
other hand it is somewhat shorter, and therefore preferred by the Kushk people.
The descent on the north side iy certaivly better than that from the Babs
Kotal. The pass is perfeetly practicable for cavalry and even mountain guns, but
snow and wet would render it uscless for camels till Mareh. It is 92 miles from
Herat to Kala Nao by this route,

ol 111, Afghaa Doundary Commission Records.

References.
(1) Captain Maitland's report, page 43, Vol. TII, Ttecords of tho Afghsn Doandary Commission.
2) Doutes IXT and XXIL Afghan Doundary Commissian Houles, Herat seties.
The Dalaniu poss, the Banush Dura pass, and the Shutar Murda pass.—

All three passes are more or less dillicult. They lead from the Karokh valley
north-east of Herat to the Dara Zawal and. thence over the Dand-i-Babs range
to Kushk or Kala Nao through Khwaja Kalandar. The most westerly of the
three rontes, which are however only a lew miles apart, is the Dalantu, said to be
acamel road.  The Banush Dara is more difficult, but is practicable (or laden
mules. The Shutar Alurda is used by horsemen, but never for camels, but practi-
cally speakinyg these shres routes are mere sheep tracks.

References,

Tnitland's repocl, page 495, Vol 111, Alghat Doundsry Commission Recorda.
X1V, Afghan Boundary Commission Routes, Terat cariea.

1) Captai
{2) Route Xo. X

armust pass.—Leads from the upper end of the Karokh valley to
Nurntﬁ’ljnﬁ thence ’t:o Kala Nao and the Firozkohi country, or through Kala Nao
to Bala Murghab. It is muoh travelled and is of considerable importance as it
is considered the main route fo Kala Nao and Maimana. There h“kr:- tleo
kolals to be crossed by this roule, namely, the Zarmnst and the Kashka; | :,
first (7,7007) over the main rnge, the second (6,910) overa S}K"i) runnllln_,
uurlh-\’v('st, which is separ: from the main range by the Tagao obab vn"hey
down whicl is a road to Kushk. Snow lies on the passes for nhadutmo n;on'n:,
and the toad is generally closed during January, Fcbr\\nryu 11\)11 3 arc! imnl:
Zarmust route is very stecp in places, bLutitis prncm:.:\ble fora ngluugaonxid ﬂnci
and with drag ropes guns could be got over, I:_[vr.wlly laden cn‘r{:let: gﬂ: L Bnd
the road diffiealt. From Herat to Xala Nao it is 61 miles an

ghab 142 miles, or 12 stages.

Beferences.

(1) Captoin Stwillands roport at pige 497, Vol L1, Afghan Boundary Comminion Reconds.

(2) Caplain Pencocke’s reparl ol page B
@ Yoo Ho. $XILL, Afghon Boudacy Comaision R

i kh

i- : 5.~-This leads from the eastera end of the Earo

it T’t‘s I?aal:r:i\.;roahxtb L,I’xﬂcg;miut where it crosses the mmnhr.mge, lekljs |:lotlung
EZLL?;’ than a dillicult and dangerous footpall. 1t bias nof been explored.

ontes, Herat serien.

Reference.
Coplaia Pescock’s report. page 604, Vol 11T, Algbse Boundssy Comnissiod Records.

—



CHAPTER 1V.
THE HERAT VALLEY AND CITY.

The Tleral valley may be enid to consist of Herat city, the adjacent district
a0 called, and the Wilayats of Ghorian on thf: west and ’I‘(:Irukh on the n?rlh.
east, though the latter is not part f»[ the main valley. The Herat \_'allo.\' is b_y
far the mest. populous, fertile and important part of l]lB.\\:holL‘ province, and is
strategically speaking one of the most remavkable positions in Asia, It is
watered by the 1lari Lud which, traversing it Lfrom cast to west, Lnrns north and
becomes the western boundary of Afghanistan in this direction. The Hari Rud
in this part of its conrse has only one con: erable aflluent, the streom which
drains Karokh and which rises in the Band-i-Baba, somne 20 miles epst of the
Zarmust pass (rfde Chapter ILT). At this point a very lofly spur enlled Dawandar
is thrown out sonth-west towards the Hari Rud, and this forms the
southern watershed of - Karokh which lies in the fork or angle thus formed
hetween the Baud-i-Baba and the Dawandar spur. 1t will be convenient to
deseribe Karokh here beforo proceeding to describe the main valley.

KAnokE.

This distvict is onc of the Chahar Wilayatof Herat, Lhat is, one of its [our
ontlying distriets. Tt estends as far west down stream as the Kacha Sangi
defile. The total lengih of the valley is thus about 53 miles. The river runs
for the most part along the south side of the valley in a deep narrow trough
close under the Dawandar ridge as [ar as Naorozabad; where on the
north side it opens out, the ground rising in a series of steps and upland
slopes to the foot of the spurs from the Band-i-Baba., The soil is fertile,
but only the Jower terraces and the neighbourhood of the xiver are cul-
tivated. The rud itsell is quarter to lalf a mile wide, with a slrong stream
fowing down a broad gravelly bed bordered by an alluvial margin of cultiva-
tion, and good grazing meadow land.  The valleyis very thinly populated, and
the few villages that exist lie nlong the river. ‘The hills bordering the valley
are quite bare, and trees are only scen at the villages. Alachkanduk and
Karokh are the two centres of population.

The former is & large village, about half a mile north of the river; here
there are several small forts and a fair amount of cullivation. Karokh is
larger and consists of a group of 8 or 1€ villages and hamlets, with a large fort,
which is the residence of the Governor. The villages are surrounded by
orchards and walled fields. The fort is of the usual Afghan type and is not
a lormidable structure (altitude 3,840"). The population of the Karokh district
was estimaled in 1885 at 4,000 families, of whom half were Jamshedis, the
remainder Tajiks, Hazaras, &c., and a considerable number of Afghan nomads,
mostly Obeh Ghilzais, Sheep are plentiful in Karokh and a certain limited
number of camels arc procurable (say 250); about 1,000 Aharwars of wheat
and barley might also be obiained from the district.

16 miles above Karokh are Naorozabad and Khwaja Chahar Shamba,
which are Uhe hizhest villages in the valley. Beyond them the valley is narrow
and uncultivated.

The chief, indeed Lhe only importance of the Karokh district lies in the
fact that through it lies the road from Meral by the Zarmust Kotal to Kala
Nao, which is considered the most direct route to Maimana.

The distance from Herat to Kala Nao by this road is 80 miles (vide Route
]XXLlIII,fHL-m;; ’I{il)- Bealidu;sllu‘ Zarmust, there are two or three other passes

cading from Knarokl over the Band-i-Baba, but {hey i
Chaptr 1), ¥ are all very bad (vide
‘There are {four ronds leading from the Merat valley into Karokh, viz,:~—
(1) By the Dahan-i-Sabewari, a difficult road for Iaden camels.
(2) By Malimab, used by laden camels, but dilicnlt.

3) By“l‘\l;.Gnrmnk, easy for baggage animals, lut impracticalle for
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() By the Khwaja Gasar gap and u
‘There ara also four ronds over the Daw

(1) The Karambao road, lad ;

(2) The Shorgivd, practicable for Jaden camels ;

(3) The Siah Chubak, impracticable for camels ;

(1) ‘Ihe Ehinjak Alamdar, a gnod read which leads to Marwa,

None of thesc, however, are of Aoy military importance, and the Zormust
Kotal route is the only one worth studying. 1t must be remembered that from
Christmas to (he end of Mare this route is usually elosed by snow, and prac-
tieally it would only be used duriog summer and outumu.

P the Karokh river ; easy road.
andar range from Obeb, pie. ;—

THE HERAT vALLEY.

The Ilerat valley has a varying width. Below Obeh it commences
to widen out, and at Tunian is some 14 miles broad. It continues of this
same average width to the city, west of which it is Joined hy the Pabira valley
and its hreadth may then bo estimated at about 20 miles.  Abreast of Kala
Yadgar, it is contracted to a width of 5 miles by the Kaftar Khan pro-
amontory, bul ngain rapidly opens out lo some 8 miles at Zindnjan, to lh'a
west of which it is joined by the Ghorjan plain.  The plain of Ihe valley is
perfectly level, and, though more or less coversd with villages and orchiards,
is altogellor destitute of large trees.  T'he valley north of Herat is hounded by
the minor hills known as Gazargah, Kamar Kalagh, Koh Mulla ]_(lea and
Koh.i-8hahr Andak, some dozen miles behind which rises the lofty n(lge of t.hz‘:
Band-i-Baba terminating westward in the Koh-i-Ardewan. From this poini
the main range sinks into comparatively low bhills of soft outline and trends
away in a curve to the north-west. The Kamar Kalagh hills are about 16 miles
west of the cily and are replaced by o low plateau or dash¢ known as the
Daman-i-1leg which abuts on the north side of the Hari Rud in low sandy
cliffs and gradually sinks into the 7ud where the latter bends nol:LI)\rarLls.

Along each side of the valley, at the foot of the hills .or higher .grou)nd,
lics a slri; of open gravelly daman shelving down to 'the level cu_luy:\hnn that
horders both banks of the river. The breadth of this daman varies lfrnmA-i
{0 4 miles, while the width of the irrigated land varies _correspondingly.

To ni:zn; it'is about 7 miles, around Herat from 9 to 12 miles, at Sz_mglmst oply
Hl;:niles, at Zindajan 5 miles and at Ghorian 7 miles. Lgrg'e p?l'lll'l:ns olf !:]\;;::
area are occupied by riverside ch and of the rem er of fehicluls l)\wrth
zround quite two-Lhirds lie fallow every year. The minor range 0 bin b
5: the valley rise to an average height o.flnhmitt 'l,O;JO aln;\ epi;:-'cc?ln oy ?lr‘:nl:cr
distinct obstacle to movement on that side. is, howe on pi e

ich give access Lo Lhe open dash? on the north. ¢ prineip

fl',':sg?.i.:k;:hlﬁe Shalr Andak, the Sung'Ko_Ln_l. the Kamar Knlag_h tlmrlttt‘l‘nse
Kh\\'n?'l Gazar; the rest are only used by individual horsemen or w o;( l?u crs.
\ 'J(t lt::ule 'to the Dasht-i-Hamdamao and thence to the Chashma Sabz pnrss.
"(l‘hcd(“‘:'nda' also lead from it to the Ardewan and the passes \resbspf_lhnt‘ns ar
a:ofgne rS‘;né Kotal. Through the Shabr And;l{k ﬁa];‘oll(;\:s til:cﬂo:rgnoo‘l: ::.:?on:;
R : 1 1 S| 3

which always cnntnlms \_‘ill\h:;:\if l;li‘;?zl;,]?;nd g-heki\ran aver a broad gravelly
:};ﬁl P:}:Ti]t]: t\:‘;lcel: gule :l:e nﬁry season is intercepted by the Sangbast-Mawizak

t:un"l,‘é1 ext pass, that of the Sang Kolal, which must not be con::agmll::d:n?:

he S 1‘0 nKnm]; over the main range, is & good road uﬁ l:m's'lgl::i:A‘nlduk ls in

lt:ll:cha:l%e same ditcction and to the sz\lin_ehpnssicsh:sb; "Eakc[; A 0; s
ant s i ‘ position which migl

nportant as it furns afl_v 7 e,

Sang cover Lhe west end of th 3

Sangbast f_° co r Kalagh gap gives a good easy road for gulns and e(rg:}:: )a,:}

is th e III\I;\ll(‘)"?(l fl'()urtlln;’(:its' to Parwana aud tllencfl ‘]'ﬂo’lfllole:i\l[il:lv L;_ilhg, of

Tasses ot deli N rajn Gazar is a_gool 2 g

i adglis. The Khwaja ; g

]?::S;llx“t::dj}l‘hdg Izlnrmush Kotal or to the Baba ]Kou:l :&ﬁdh]?::?i Jsgen, expe

i i { ing Herat is closely studded w es,
i llTlcl:a ?l‘l(e‘rsoolll)r];‘“c:su&n::l'l]dl\:‘]gst. ‘ These villages are as o rule large and
cially :
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i i i 1led gardens and orchards.  Tith them
.mgg'lInlg.dc:lvl:r:aign:n;fg%lntlr?::l:l:?lnldw\?illl,:.g;a. The wholo of the ‘c(-utrte part
l;eﬂl::n‘%‘ti?n is closely cultivated and well irrigated.  Ome l"""“l‘:"l‘ feadureﬂuf
:he vil}nées near [lerat is that in many places the roads are tuunlt &y ur;d(\rfo‘ 10
houses. ‘Ibey are bigh coough to ride through as ]a Iulg nmlhem:inw ']‘rhn;
excollent dry warm hombproof cover to tho troops .:usl Iigvh ¢ ':h.“ The
walls of the villages and orchards are generally 8 to 12 lb.t hig " s "I"s. o
neighbourhood of Herat presents m:;,lnng u')‘lll;ehnoy:;;gut;r;r?u:\:hc “n‘]ost .

owing over them. it S
]T\i :i?:le(‘;fh:xﬁ c::ncch'bd by a puzzling labyrinth of narrow lanes. A lew of
the villages are, however, square mud fortlcts,

he north side of tho plain, as alroady stated, is closed by a low range of
hills.T To the south the I]plniu is bounded by the open gravelly ldumn;
which skirts the hills on that side, namely, the Doslmkl_x. the Jlnnd-l-Mndlm ?n.
the Sangu Siah, while to the east the valley is closed in hy the !olty Koh-i.
Dawandar and its spurs.  All these hills are bare aud rocky, destitute of trees
and verdure. .

The city lies about two miles norlh of the Hari Rud, which here, except
when in llood, is a shallow gravelly stream in three chaunels, cach a few yards
wide and about. 2 fect deep. It was formerly crossed by lhe‘ Pul-i-Malan, but
this bridze is now broken and use . The plain is well irrigated by Karezes
and capals, here ealled juis, some of which are considerable oh:\t:\clt»s. The
Karobar Nala, for instance, when in Rooil, is 30" wideand ¢* deep with steep clay
hanks, As the city is approachied, the villazes become larger and more numerous,
and finally form an almost continnous belt of walls and gavdens on the north,
wwest, and south side of the city, but on the cast side the ground is mucl more open
and the villages further apart. 'There is a fairly elear zone all round the city
ahout 700 yards wile, a point of comsiderable imporlance as regards the
defence.

As regards communication on the north side of the Lerat vailey, the
wain road ruws along the open gravel daman skirting the cultivation. It is
good inall weathers, and by it troops or guns could move on a broad front.
All the others run throngh the cultivated traci, which is closx-ly intersected by
water channels and where the narrow Jancs would often restrict movement to
single tile, besides which in wet weather they would be very difficult. “here
is one road, however, which passes [or the most part overthe open grass
chamans nlong the right bank of the river, and this in dry weather would pro-
bably be the next best road for guns after thal by the duman. These chamans,
when dry, form splendid cucamping grounds and in spring give good grazing.

The possibility of defending or covering Herat by means of a field army
is, of course, a poiut of considerable importance ; but though there aro positions
which lend themselves to a defeusive action, they are not such as could be held
by an Alghan army against regular troops, and are perhaps more likely to be
made use of hy o Russian army covering Ilerat, than by an Alghan or even
DBritish force defending it.  Itis as well, however, to glance at the subject

On the soulhern side of the Herat valley tle line between cultivalion and
barren counlry is very sharply defined, and the front facing south is an almost
‘continaous live of wall, the ouler edge of the orchards, vineyards and gardens
which extend [rom Siahwashan on the east to Ziaratgah, G or 7 miles west of
Rozabagh, so that the total frout thus covered may be {aken at 10 miles. A
force marching from Sabawar by Mauz-i-Mir Daud would bave to attack this
line across a perfectly open plain, about 4 miles wide, absolutely devoid of cover,
while the front towards Parah is almost equally formidable to attack, though
strategically more dangerous to defend; for if the attack were successful in this
direction, troops at Rozahagh and eastward mizht find their line of rotreat on
Herat intercepted. Within the outer line of walls the enclosures are not so dense
and with freo ientions everywhere nlong the position
might ba arranged, l"m' the orchards and enclosures are only about a mile deep,
and beyond there ie tolerably open cultivated ground 'to the river at Pul-i.
Malan near which ave a few more villages. 1t may he uoted that a canal rums
all alang the outer edge of the enclosnres, whioh adds greatly to the diiliculties
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altending an altack. This position might he utilized by
against atiack from the soutl, ag suely an atlack could I
P}]mti\'t-ly small force.

On the west Sanghast scems to ofTer the
from an enemy advaneing either from Ghorian
of Lwo small forts and villages
other ahout 700 v

a force covering [erat
be contained by a com.

best position for covering Ilerat
or Kulsan. Sangiast consisls
the one about 9ug yards from the river, the
: owad in front, though cultivated, js fat
and open, but he ivrigation channels render it very dilfieult to cross, and it
appears quite ible to cntrench a position here which would fairly well cover
Uerat agninst an enemy advancing from the west,

On ihe north side of He
Parwana, north of the Kamar K.
name.  This position |

(he best position for a field army wonld be at
gh gap throngh the range of hills of that
almg 3 low ridge pireeed by the Parwana and Deh
Sheikh Nalas, and as an artillery position it is first clags. The Nanks are strong
and well delined. The position conld he held by a division and the soil i3
suitable for field worl ide pages 164-G3, Vol. I11, A. B. C. Records). This
position closes (he Ardewan pags route and adjoining roads, but it is of course
liable to be turned by the Baba pass route ou the cast.

=

SOANFILAN,

This distriet was formerly onc of the nine buluks which constituted the
Herat distriet, bat is now under a separate Hakin. It lies eatirely south _oi
the Lari ltud, betwéen that river and the range bonnding the valley ou its
southern side.  The districl extends from the Dabap-i-Doab. as_the mouth of
the Tagao Ishlan is called, for about 24 miles down (he Hari Rud valley. It
coniains about 40 villages and conld doul)llnss. give & confl(lcrnhle_ ‘quantily of
supplies. The population in 1885 was es!_vlnm(;e(l at 5,500 l'nmlllles, of which
nearly two-thirds were Heratis, (he rest heing Afghans. Shahfilan may be
consitlered as distinetly pare of the Herat valley.

Gooniax.

q @ to the most westerly district of Merat. Ou the south hank

£ Ll “ﬁ::'?‘;lfl:‘l“:hc district commences a6 the Kaftar Kban ridge which
3' &e it from what may properly be ealled (he Herat yalley. On the north
h:‘l';llk1§lamiz¢1k and Shekhiwan are included in Ghorian.” The north b]aun%.’lrx
is the Siali Bubak, but the district extends down the right bank of the Hari
R s far as Zullikar. . o )
Rud’;‘he principal places in the district are Ghorian, lelndn]an,. Shlcklmvlnn,
Afamizak, Barnabad, Bhahdeh, Rozanak nnd_ ]‘§11h§a1|. There are n}:‘nge_iln.er
some 19 \"illnges. - groups of villages, containing in all about 5,000 families,

arly all being Tajiks. .
e l’i"hc clmrn:u-r of the ITerat valley c!\anges \res} of_ th Kul‘tar Kl{;‘,n rlullgei:
instead of a broad fertile pluin, the cultivated portion is limited to a lEﬂl.tl [
% c:) riles on each bank, This cultivated portion is much cut up _l.vy water-
e g dis generally dificult for the movement of troops. North and
ol Lho «tunl bed o he valley and under the hills on cither side lie
south of 1ho 2 Dble width covered with grass and camel-thorn, and
"Ihat on the right lmukl ln:ulTIvini Kuhs:\ln to A}llnsl:

e lef! : pid Ghorian to IChaf.  The villages, as the valley i

had, thi‘t\m:);lel;rlzl;el:\:“c"\'k :n‘:lcl'urthcr between. .’l'l\ey are mostly open and
doscente s vith larre walled enclosures, 'The Lari Rud, in the dr%' season, is
straggling i ‘~L n\-\vhere Deinz a suceession of stony shallows a foot or
passable ﬂh[n-m :;l(]j"m 80 \-:'n-:ls wide. The banks are low and casy. In the ttood
o deep:\n;l I-‘l)|m1‘,ill ‘cnll of June) it is impassable by troops. :}1 few n]lllf!s
soason, m.(k {owards Kuhsan, instend of easy slopes, the valley is hz-mn_le( in
helow lluz:\n-:\ d -.lnd precipitous hills, while the actual bed ’of lt e ortiv"s}s
o hrokpn gnounl'.k jungle. This part of thg_vallny olfers several good po ‘i
filled with tawavisk jung osition here is linble 1o be turne
tions, specially about SImleSl;' :l::’td Hzccpahuut Chasbma Sabz. The river is
unless s"cuml(:lrilg)y( :I‘.n-si'i;;:gate'l‘:ilr|lu‘l, about 4 miles east of Kubsan, and from
?l‘:?;s;ldt‘ljli :o:ul down the left bank is excellent.

aopen sloping dashis of varia
over these run good roads.



26

. is o large narrow straggling place, about 2 miles long,
dirid?(il‘i):xltz“f:?: lqr\::rters oar mohallas, 1t contained in 1886 ahout 1,100 fami.
lies in nll, mostly Parsiwans and ’l‘;\.|ik_s. Tu fact, Lhere were lnot more than 130
Durani families in the place. Thero is & small [b_rt at Ghorjan and usuaily a

rrison of 500 men. Ou the south side of tho Vlllﬂ‘;;.(‘/ stretehes an open gra.
5:11,' plain, cavered with sparse c:uncl. seraby, 20 Lo 25 nulcs‘ ’\‘\'l(le, _p,xtemlmg
from the Doslinkh range to the Sang-i- Dukhtar and Robat-i-Turk hills on the
west. Across this plain, about 9 miles south of G‘hUl'I:\II, a low undul:\t_mg
ridge [orms the soulhern watershed of the Ilari Rud. A good camping
groaund may be (ound anywhere along the south cdge of Ghorian on this plain.
Trom Ghovian ool roads lead vid Khaf and Shahr-i-Nao to Mashbad. Thero
is also a road lo Birjand vid Chabraks.

Zindajan is another large village in 'l\rn pn_rrs, containing 800 to 1,000
familics, half of whom are Afghans, It is 1} wmiles long and perbaps as much
in width. It lics betwecn the viver and the open dashl above mentioncd, 'The
actual bed of the valley is clasely cultivated and much intersected with water-
courses, most of which are diflicult to cross \vil,lm\lxz bridging. The narrow
Janes belween (he high walled orchards add to the dillicullies of movement.

Kuhsan is the most westerly village in lhe Ilcrat valley, and the first that
is passed on the road from Mashhad. It only conlains ahout 350 families, but
it looks much larger, as it covers more than 2 miles of ground from east {0 west
snd is about 1} miles broad. The lanes through it are narrow and havdly
wido enough for more than a_single lorseman. The town properis at the
north-west end of the enclosed ground aud is surrounded by a crenelated wall,
rauch dilapidated, within which again is a large square [ort in tolerable repair.
Just below Kulsan the Hari Rud linally turns north and becomes the western
boundary of Afghanistan.

Tre Harr Rub.

It may be usclul if in this place I give a few notes regarding the Hari
Rud. The river, except in the flood season (Mareh to June inclusive) consists of
a8 succession of gravelly shallows, rapid but seldom more than a foot deep. In
the flood scason it is a turbulent river, 200 or 300 yards wide and quite im-
passable,

Tt falls over 1,300 [cet between Kaman-i-Bihisht and Sarakhs, and conse-
quently is very rapid in that part of its cowrse. Nine miles below the former
place the river enlers the bills. It rums at first through a flat gorge }
10 § of a mile wide, filled with tall grass and tamarisk. Alter 1} miles of this
gorge the river becomes lined with very broken hilly ground. At Tangi Darya
or Tangi Malu further progress down the river bank is barred. The Tangi
Malu gorge is about 100 yards wide, the sides being precipilous sandslone
cliffs, and for 11 miles is of so impraclicable a nalure as to forbid any jden of
military road making. The gorge is not one continuous defile, hut a suecession
of short narrow ones, with intervening portions of comparatively open ground
where lateral valleys join the river. The final gorge ibrough which the river
issucs on the north side of the hills exceeds in difliculty all the others. ITere
the bed is only 40 yards across and choked with gigantic rocks and boulders,
while the clills on each side are several hundred feet | North of this ﬂorn(:
the hills recede and the alluvial trough of the river hecomes about a nlilub\\'iﬁe
and gradually resumes an easy charac but it must be clearly understood
thal,” owing o the diflicultics above deseribed, the river brd does not offer a
practicable route into the Herat valles.

Lenar,
1 The city of Herat is not ouly the capital of a provinee, but has a sirategi-
[cnl value and a historical reputation which has given lo ile pussession n moral
{ influence out of all proportinn to its actual fmportance as a city or even asa
! fortress} some detniled aceount of Lhis fumous city is therefore neeessary ; but
in deseribing it I shall purposely refrain Irom describing except in ."t.:uernl
terms Lhe detailsof its [ortifications nod armament ; a kuo\rl;dgc of such details
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is not necossary for n comprehension of

: : oy 3 the georraphi . .
tuim, Imul n:(leetl such flc[m]s would only bo u;torl:'sltll‘;;‘gl n(:.(] ;L'i"l"lﬂllfal ritug.
“;110- ad mfuully to direet the defence or the altack of the fm‘-lr": e v;l thase
thevefore with advantage he amitted from a study of this r;nluro € and may

00 ‘H:::I is];'l “\]'::Icl;l c'i:.\'rl':en{‘ly square in plan and having an area of about
face, the Kusl’ﬂ: g;\h» m:‘ﬂ\é'ens;‘c[:]llc‘:,l l:{;.ck::nfﬁ:lumlil( gﬂlcil o o ot
gz(ln:-hl;-o{:nr]:)u?l: -,“oll;‘:ll: \\I'v.vsl,.f ’{hcrn are I‘.on_nr.lu;:n}g-:l nlw;::n; I:l, sl"l:::”flﬂn?l::;
gate to which it Jeads.} ’l'llllcr(en\nvn(i:acdtir:"xre.zl i!;‘tl:)dl“on{l:;‘:l";rtl:rﬂ’.‘:'i':'e-"!—ﬂn" the
The Kl‘n)t::;'lil ?ll';'{;k“]‘::r;ﬁlnc:::::}l(lnst In this are included lthe Chaliar.
The CI‘I?[:EIJ\L:;:?i?]N!:‘;:)nﬁr Ezl‘:ll-i::dséi,wmm inoludes the old citadel and

The Khwaja Abdulta-i-Misti, on the south-cast side.
The Burj-i-Khakistar, al the south-west corner.

The population in 1885 was estimated at nearly 9,000, of "ich 3,0 ver
Afghans and 5,000 Parsiwans or leratis. There were then l,LUchllw;nso?u“lel!\:
bazars and nearly half the population was engaged in trade. ‘The houses with-
in the city arc mostly in ruins, but Lhey are substaalial two-sloried buildings
with very thick mud and brick walls and domed roofs; they are quite incom.
bustible and wounld be very little the worse for bombardment. Every court.
yard has generally a well or small reservoir for water ; there are also numerous
public veservoirs of considerable size, so that there is no fear of the want of
water being felt during a sicge. The four principal streets are tolerably
straight and from 12" to 16" wide, but the rest are simply narrow erooked lanes,
mavy of which arc arched over and form low dark tunnels.! Altogelher the
oity offers every facility for a hiouse to house defence after a successful ussnult
;)n the walls, There are many spacious serais which might be converted into

barracks.

Each [ace of the [ortress is 1,500 or 1,600 yards in length. The main
delences consist of a mound or rampart 60” to 70" high, surmounted bya wall®
nearly 20’ high; on the outer slope of the rampart are Lwo parallel trenches called
shirazis, 20" wide and covered by parapets 7" high. At the fool of the rarpart is
the main diteh, which varies from 45 to 60" in widih and from 15 to 20" in depth.
1t is 12’ to 16’ wide at bottom, and its sides are unrerctted, sloping for the
most part at 1 in 1. On the whole this ditch is a formidable obstacle, especially
if wet, but {he main strength of the place liesin its huge carth rampart which with
its shirazis gives o triple line of fire. This rampart might be pounded till
doomsday without much effect, while an assault would be rendered the
more difficull 1y the nature of the ground outside the ditch. The ground on
the east, south and west faces [or about 100 yards (rom the counterscarp is 4
to G feet below the ordinary level. This low ground is cultivated and is irrigat-
ed so that there would e no difficulty in flooding it and forming a belt of
deep mud and slush round three sides of the eily, thus rendering mining opera-
tions very difficult and limiting assault to the northern side.

Tlhe northern side has a command over the city. At about 4,000 yarda the
rugged sides of the Gazargah ridge rise to a height of chor.?l hundred, feet
abore the plain. Below this ridee is an open gravel glacis-like space, which
slopes down [or about 1,000 yards to the Jui Nno. This line of canal offers an
excellent position for the batteries of an enewy, and from it the east and west
faces can be enfiladed, while with modern arlillery cven the suull! face
would be exposed to reverse Gre. About 900 to 1,600 yards from the Ju: Nao,
and about 75" below it, winds the Jui-Anjir. Both canals are 13 to 15 feet
wida and ¥ deep, with spoil banks 7 high on cacl side. They are cross&?d by
frequent brick bridges capable of bearing ficld guns. Doth if draincd “lld

it in abent 2" fhick snd 7 Ligh.

5 thn t on lop of
ot top and orer 18 at te base s the PP 00,00 00 b e face of the ram.

Joopbuled ; Lo patbwey rovail tbo top is anly 4" wido.

® The wall is sbaut 7" thick
w iely Uultet proof sud ia
purt is in generl scarped.
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Nev cles advantages illery

ady mode parallels.  Kevertheless the advantages of arlillery

f::::';kc}}::::l(re I{IL nmth]sul«-, are serivnsly discounted Ly the uninviting
pature of the target which lerat and its rampacts lnusvnt

perhaps the Karobar Nala

T'he most serious source of danger to the ¢ u
on the south-west side. It is here about 10 yar \_\nlv wnd 2 (_) :ll'(‘ll with
smoot h gravell «d forming a covered communicalion to wilhin 500 yards of
the ~nul|| aee.  In it daring the dry season alarge number of troops “could be
ted for assault, or from it 'uplnou-]us could be pushed against (he south

In flood the Karohar is a deep swilt am quite im : Ble.  South of
arohar the country is a mass of villages, orchards and vineyayds to the
river bed.

Terab may in fact be deseribed as a sort of gigantic ficld vedonbt, relying
on ils three tiers of nllo five and its formidable wet diteh. QnPImsnw it
defended by men who me: ance, itis,after the improvements madein 1686,
safe fr.m a coup de main. I ven supposing a storming parly gained the top of
the main wall,the deseent therefrow into the city should stop it, for the enemy
would find jtgelf conlronted by a vertieal drop varying l'lum 70 to 100 feet.
Alonz tho top of the wall teoops ean ouly move in smvl ile, and except at the
gateways the only means ol descenl are a few narrow l whts of sta a storm-
ing party thus situaled would be exposed to heavy fire 1|Du1 the housss of the

city.

Of conrse, reliminary arlillery attack wight have breached the walls
and cowed ther u, bul still assault would be a (l'ln"erous ope] tation.  While
a regular siese would probably be a slow operation, for owing to the areat
command of the w: alls, all saps would have to be wiusually dccp and if the
garrison were 12.004 to 15,(00 strong, it would require a ficld army of nearly
80 000 to invest it. No mention lins been made of the citadel or Arg-i-Nao,
but it really is of no importance in the deflence of the place, in fact it is a weak
point in the north fnce. ‘I'his, however, is immalerial so long as the outwork
at the Tal-i-Bhangian holds out.  The Tal-i-Bhangian mound Jies about 600
yards from the countersearp opposite the Arg-i Nao.

Referonces.
Vol. I, Afghon Boundary Commission Records, pages 127—335 and 397—424,
S | A " " ’ pages 561—509.

W I, . » pages 5165, 144—100, 193—281



CHAPTER V.
TIIE IIILL COUNTRY EAST OF HERAT.

In this chapter ave deseribed the mountainous districts lying between
Herat and Kabul on either side of (he valley ol the upper ITari Rud. That
is to say, the eounlry of the Firozkohis and Taimanis. Tor convenienca
also the distriet of Obeh i added, as it lies on the road thereto,
and is only of importance in conncetion with military movements enst of
Herat, The main Leainee in this vevion is the avi Bud in the long narrow
valley bouniled north by the Band-i-Baba and south by the Safed Koh or
Band-i-Baian.  North of the Baud-i-Baba and beiween that range and the Band-
i-Turkistan lies the conmtey of the Firoziohis.  Sooth of the Band-i-Baian lies
the country of the Tainumis, while the Hari Rud valley between is occupied
by both Ficozkohis and Tainanis, At 1he castern end of the valley Hazaras
are met with, while a1 the western end in Obeh and Shahiilan, Ghilzais and
Heratis form the hulk of the popalation,  East of Lhe region deseribed in this
chupter Jies the rugged Uazarajat, while west of jt is what may perhaps be
called the plsin country of Illerat amd Sabzwar. Tle valleys in Lhis region
generally  speakin, are from KOO0 to H,000" above Lhe sea, the moun-
tains from 9,0:00" to 12,000, these latter are not so ruzzed nor so barren as might
lie supposed from aur acquaintiuee with castern Atehanistan, but more resem-
ble the Ilighlunds of Scotland. Water is plentiful and supplies in some
quantities are procurable. A eroat military feature of this region is the newly
constructed road o Kabul to [ferat; but this with ils bearing on military
operations will be deseribed further on.

Tue Crrer Hanr Rup.

Tho Uari Rud rises east of Daolat Yar and is formed by the junetion of
the Lal and Sar-i-Jangal streams a short way below that place. = The upper
parts of both these valleys Delong (o Bamian and are inhabited by Hazaras.
Ihe lower part of the Lal valley is an impracticable defile, but the upper part
is important, as from it diverge the roads to Kabul and Bamian. The
climate of Lal (and that of Sar-i-Jangs much the same) is severe. The
winter begins about the middle of Novewber and heavy snowfalls soon
close the road. About the wmiddle of February the snow begins to melt, and
the voad 1} brolutely img ble even for footmen, as every little
stream becomes a raging tlorrent; thig lasts till May, and as a great deal
of rain also falls aboul (hen, it may he accepted thal [or at least six months
the routes through Lal to Kabul, Glazni and Bawmian are absolutely closed
to (roops.

DaorLar YAR.

This is a small distriet belonging to Herat. It may be described as
the extreme north t eorner of the Herat province, as, 8 miles higher up
at 1he Dahan-i-Sar. gal, the couniry of the Dai Zangi Hazaras is entered,
and this beact i ministered from Bamian.  The valley of Daolat Yar is about
hall o mile wideat botlom ; ils elevation about 8,100°. The hills bounding the
valley are from GO0’ to 800" higher. The fort of I'anlat Yaris a large mud struc-
ture,.\rith {owers at the angles. It stands on the left bank of the river and is
not commanded exceptat long rifl . ‘Lhe viver is heve about 30 yards wide,
but shallow and easily fordable in July. The population does mot exceed
1,600 families and consists of Taimanis, Firozkohis, ilazaras and Tajiks. Sup.
plies ean be collected in considerable quantities at Daolat Ym‘.‘ Below Daolat
Yar the Mari ltud valiey is about a mile wide and filled with low willow
jungle through which the river winds in several chapnels.

COAKCIOARAN.

Is the valley of (he upper Ifari Rud below Daolat Yar, that is, below
the junction of ihe Sar.i-Jangnl and Lal streams, down to th_e d'eﬁles of
Kaminj. The course of the Hari Rud through Chakel lies
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8,100° and 7,200°, while tho passes over the hills to the sonth aro 9,0:001010,00¢".
Chakcharnn is about 24 miles wide from erest to rest of the huulul!ng
ranges, hut the actual valley is only hall n mile to a nulnl- in width, contracting
in places Lo narrow defiles Dhetween the ends of spurs.  The wafer: 'ml. on hath
sides is from 2,000° to 3,000 alove the valley. 'l hie numerous ines and
glens between the spurs that spring [ro.n them nearly always h:n'.: water and
grass and sometimes patehes of cultivation. I'here is good l].'nul in the main
valley and a number of half ruined forts, round \\'hu-.h 1he Fu'ozknl!ls eamp in
winter. The river is 70 to 100 yards wide, clear, swift and not v:lsl!y forduble.
Abundance of grass, clover, brushwood, &e., may be found on the river banks.

The district apparently extends over (he northern range into Xarjistan
pearly as far as the Murghab, and marches with Chaharsada, The total winter
popuint.ion was computed in 1885 at about 3,000 families, of which a few
bundreds were Tajiks, (he rest Darazi Firozkohis, but in sumwer most of them
go off inlo the hills.

From Chakeharan down to Kaminj the valley of the Mari Rud in its
present state is quite impraclicablo for men on foot, so that the road has to
go over the Baud-i-Baian into Shaharak. There are two routes, =iz, the
road over the Znrtalai Kotal and the route [rom Ahingaran by the Shutarkhun
pass which is that most [requented though mot so casy as the Zartalai. Kaminj
belongs to the Taimanis, but below this the valley down to Khwaja Chisht
the highest place in Obeh, belongs to the Firozkohis.

OnEn.

Obeh is the easternmost of the Chahar ilayat or four outlying districts
of Ilerat. Generally speaking, it is the valley of the Hari Rud [vom about
Khwaja Chisht to Buriabal on the right bank and to the Kaogan rviver on
the left. There are about G0 villazes or groups of villages in the district,
with a population of about 4,500 familics, of whom nearly 2,000 are Alghans,
mostly Ghilzais. Rice is largely cnltivated, but sheep may be considered the
principal produce of the couuntry. In 1885 it was ealculated that the Obeh
maldars owned nbout 60,000 head of sheep. Most of {hese maldars are
Ghilzais who lead a nomudic life in the hills uround, which are richly grassed.
Of late the Duranis have also been migeting into (he country, while the
Firozkohi has been almost enlirely dispossessed. The people as a ‘whole have
the character of being fearless and independent, but otherwise give very little
trouble.

Obeh itself is a colleetion of 15 or 20 villages on or near the right hank
of the Hari Rud. The valley is here 5 or 6 miles across, and the er llows
near the south side, so that it is a long way from the villages to {he hills. DPro-
bably not more than a third of the expanse is cultivated. The fort of Obeh
is on the north side of (he line of villages. It is huilt of sun-dried brick, and
though abandomed mieht casily be made delensible. It is surrounded by a
large diteh which can be fooded, and there is a clear space all round for several
handred yards, Obeb on the whole looks a flourishing place. “Fhere is
abundanee of water, and very fine orchards exist. The llari Rud in July is
fordable at Obeh, though not higher up.

North of the Huri Rud valley lies, as has already been stated, the Firozkobi
oountry which may be here described.

Tne FizozromIs.

The Firozkohi country comprises almost the whole of the upper basin of
the Murghab and the district of Chakeharan in the upper valley of the Iari
Rud, thus extending about 130 miles from west (o east,

On the north tho Firozkohis are bounded by the Band-i-Tarkistan, which
with its eastern conlinuation separates them from the Uzbaks of Maimana.
On the east the Firozkolis do not extend quite to the headwaters of the
Alurghab, that region being occupied by the Tajiks of Chiras. On the south
the Band-i-Baian divides Chakeharan from the Taimanis, but from tho
Keminj district westward the Band-i-Baba is the northern boundary. To ihe
west of the Firozkohis is the Kala Nao Hazara country.
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Geographically speaking, the Firoskobi country may be divided into
three parls . —

(1) Kadis, which is _consillercd part of Badglis, as also e Kara
Jangal district—that is, the tract belween Bandar and the
Murghab. .

(2) Karjisten, that is, the hasin of the Murghab above Shah-i-Mash-
had, hut exelusive of Chiras.

(38) Chokcharan, which is the upper valley of the Hari Rud from
Daolat Yar to the deliles above Kaminj.

Bandar belongs lo Maimana, while Chaharsada is under the Governor
of Sar-i-Pul; but the rest of the lirozkohi country belongs lo the pro-
vince of Herat, but no portion except Chakeharan and Kadis is really much
under Afghan control. The elevation of the conntry varies from 11,000" to
2,000, but most of Karjistan lies between 8,000” and 5,000 ; while the Chak-
charan valiey is from 8,000" (o 7,000" above the the passes over the hilla
1o the south being a couple of thousand fect higlicr.

The general character of Karjistan appears lo be a series of undulaling
plateaux sloping rapidly (o thie Murzhab, which flows in a narrow and deep
valley bounded by high cliffs. "Fhe plateaux are seuned with deep rocky
glens and ravines running to the river, the depth of some of these glens is
extraordinary and they are cxtremely dilfienlt to get in and out of. The
plateaux are grassy and the pasturage luxuriant.

The Lirozkohis raise enough corn for their own comsumption without
difficulty, Cattle are numerous and are used as pack animals. ~ Sheep (oo are
plentiful. ‘There are no camels. The people live chiclly in the glens, where
irrigated land is available. Juniper grows abundantly on the higher ranges,
but the principal fucl of the country appears to be duta (small Lushes with
woody roots).

The climate of Lhe couniry is severe in winter; snow lalls in November
and lies till April, and all the roads are closed ; when the snow melts there is
heavy rain for some weeks and the country is not fairly open till Juue.
The harvest is generally at the end of August.

The couniry taken as a whole is very difficult, chieflly owing to the enor-
mous ravines which seam it; but apurt from this the mounfain slopes scem
ensy and the passcs are not severe. The Murghab is a formidable obstacle ;
not only has the descent into its navrow valley to he mado by rocky paths,
but the river itself is unfordable, being 40 to 70 yards wide and never less
than 4’ deep, with a very swift current. In spring and early summer it is in
flood and totally impassable cxcept at the bridges. There is a wooden hridge
near Kala Gaohar in Chalarsada, and one fit for camels near Kala Niaz Kbon,
There are, it is belicved, no others above Darband-i-Kil Rekhta, The only im-
porfant roads in_Lhe Firozkohi country are the roule [rom Kabul o Ilerat
through Daolat Yar and Chakcharan and the direet road from Ilerat to
Maimana vié Kadis, Kala Niaz and the Baraghan pass to Kaisar (side Noute
X1V, Hecrat series).

The western Firozkohis, who live in Badghis, aro known as the Mah-
mudis. They are men of good physique, resembling Tajiks. The castern Firoz.
kohis or Tarazis have a good sirong Latar touch derived [rom the Ilazaras.
Tlhey live entirely in Chakcharan and Karjistan, Lhe Malmudis number over
3,000 families, the Darazis about 7,000. The Yirozkobhis generally have a
good reputation for courage, and are very independent.

1In the bills south of the Hari Rud is the country of the Taimanis.

Toe TATMANIS.

The Taimanis are one of the Chahar Aiwak tribes. They arc indeed the
most numerous and their country is the most extensive _ol' any. They occupy
the billy region south-east of Herat hetween the Hazarajat and the district of
Sabzwar. Tho average length of this tract is about 120 miles, and the average
width say 80 ; but the outline of the ‘[aimani country is very irrcgular. The
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0 ken at 12,000 square miles. The whole of I_he Taimani
:’-‘;ﬁ:l\tl';fri‘s[?xﬂll:eo‘fnllu‘. Band- .Iiﬂ(lll except Kaminj and the :\(I_mc?nt gln:ns
in the valley of the Ilwi Rud, and the (l'n-tzu'ln-rl district of Daolat Yar which
lies about {he juncliolu o[Ttlhu L’.ll .'\_nrl lS.lr wal st

the Llari Rud. he principal po
;:l:]:\,\l'.r;nng‘lohc (ihorat, s0 cull}-(l from the {wo \':\llp.\'v_ ol ()hnr: 1
Ghor-i-Mushkan, thouzh many others of lhlv sarvounding ‘Slll)-dls victs are in-
cluded in the Ghorat and ave under the Taiwnra Chick. ~ The general ol?vnlmn
of the Taimani conntry is ahout 7,000 though it varies from about 9,000° _nt the
sources of the Farah dud to under 000” in the soul,h-.\\'wt nlm_nt. .l’urJ\\mnn
and Nizgan. ‘Ihe whole region i 1 of browu bare hills, running in a gene-
ral east and west direction. These hills ave of no great height as compared to
the gencral level and are rounded and gravelly rnlhcl_- th_:m steep and rocky ;
bere and there rises a peak.  The mose notable are Koh-i-Wala soulh east of
12,680, Chalep Dalan, north of Taiwara 12,69, and the Kol-i-Jan
Kala in the sonth-cast 13,600, which is 1 great natural fortress and has been
frequently used as a place of refuge. “The i have and stony, low
serub and coarse grass being their only coveria ity of the Taimani
country is the abundance of luxuriant meadow grass that is Tound along the
course of tho streams.  There is also a considerable amount of alluvial land in
the valleys. The PFarsi valley is said to he the lavgest iu the conntry. It is a
plain 8 or 4 miles wide and about 10 miles long, but most of it is a stony
dasht. It may be memtioned here that large numbers of Alghans from the
Pusht-i-Rud districts swarm iuto the Taimani country from May till Septem-
Yer for the purposo of grazing their flocks in the rich pastures ol the Taimani
valieys.

The whole Taimani country is remarkably deslitute of lrees and bushes
of cvery Kind, and even a small party would often find great difficulty in ob-
taining firewood. The Iarah Rud is said to run all the way in a decp and
narrow valley, and cven high up it is not easy to ford except in autumn.
Below the junction of (he Ghor stream the Farah Rud is said to widen out
and run in a sandy bed. There appears to be no road along the Farah Rud
in the Taimani country. When troops have been sent to Tajwara, they have
usually enfered the Taimani conntry by the Farah Rud and then marched
by Parjuman and Nili or Waras.

The elimate of the Taimani country is severe in winter ; and snow lies deep
in the valleys.  LTrom November to Alay or June the country is quite imprac-
ticable for troeps eitlier rom snow or flood. Summer andautumn are delighe-
ful seagons.  The havvest isin September, so that September and October are
the best months lor military operations, Therve are no eamel reads in the
Taimani country exeepting the Llerat-Kabul road, and the bullock is the pnck
animal mostly used. I'aiwara and Farsi are what may be called the strategi-
cal points of the country, as here mect nost of the roads. At first sight it
would scem that Lhe shortest way from Girishk to Herat must lic through the
Taimani country, but this is not the case. Regarded as a hill country, ik is
not very dilficult at the proper season for small bodies of troops with suitable
transport ; but the lic of the country is all against a movement from Girishk to
Tlerat, as that would invelve crossing the whole of the drainaga.  As said above,
the only important road is that from Ilerat to Kabul. This leaves the Hari

Rud near Khwaja Chisht, and ascending (o Fhe Taimani platenu passes through
the whole length of the Shaharak district, descending aguin to the upper H;ri
tud in Chakcharan. This voule is deseribed elsewhere.

The Taimanis differ frona the othier Chaliay Aimaksin having a large nuclens
of Pathan origin and an heieditary ristoeracy in their Khan Khel, \vi’\ich gives
all the Chicls.  Tormerly these Chiefs levied small feudal dues in their dis?ricts
and collected the revenuc as well, but in 1886 these privileges were only retained
by the Chiefs of Ghor and Shaharak. The Taimanis have much in common in
physique, dress, appearance and language with the inhabitants of the Herat
valley. They are hardy and powerful, but not very warlike
As a vule, the Taimanis ouly live in tents or khargaks
In winter most of them go into mud buts. They are Suni

aud exiremely dirty,
during the summer.
Mubammadans, but
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religion sits lightly on them. The Taimanis are not required to find mouated
lavies like the other Chahar Aimaks. The population of the ‘Taimuni country is
snid to be over 12,000 [amilics, of whom 10,000 at least are Taimanis. The
icts are cntirely Taimani, while the Ghorat contsins a large
ks, Zobris, Mogals, &c.  During the spring and snmmer months
there i3 an immense ,influx of Duranis from the Pusht-i-Rud and Sabzwar ;
these people coming fo pasture their Hocks and herds. 'The Glorat is the
sitc of the once famous cily ol Glor, the vuins ol whiclh still exist.

As regards supplies, thero is very little surplus to be obtained ; and even
this is exhausted by {he annnal Darani migration. A small column of 2,000 men
marching through the country might possibly he subsisted, and from July to
Qctober the standing crops would furnish suflicient forage. 3eat would at
all times be abundant. The Taimanis own no camels, and bullocks are the
common transport of the counlry.  Daolat Yar, though uader a Tazimani chief,
is mostly inhabited by Firozkolis.

Tue Uerar-Kanur Roap.

Now that (he reader can form some idea of the country lying cast of Herat,
it will be uscful to consider the subject of the Herat-Kabul road which
lies through it, mostly along the valley of the Hari lud. This road bas
been constructed by the presemt Amir. 1t was intended to make it an
18 feet road throughout, but Low far this has been carried out is not
known. In 1883, in some of the worst places it was ovly G feet broad and
some of the gradienls were extremely stecp, whilo metalling was required in
many soft bils of clayey soil. 7The road can hardly be considered praclicable
for artillery, though a battery or two might be got over wilh considerable
delay and trouble. The total distances are:—

Miles.
From Kabul to Daclat Yar " o 224
,» Daolat Yar to Herat . 203
Torau 67

Colonel Maitland was of opinion that o British Indian division might
cover this distance in somewhat less than three months, prozided (1) it slarled
at the proper season, i.e., between 3ay and November, ‘or more specilicaliy the
march should not hegin till (e end of May and should be brought toa close
before the end of October ; (2) l.h:\b‘ previous arrangements had been made for
the collection of supplics; (3) that no cpposition was encountered. If 1he
artillery consisted entirely of mountain batteries and the troops were inured to
hill marching, the time might be reduced to seven wecks. T'he greatest difficul-
ty would be stocking the country between Daolat Yar and Khwaja Chisht (13
marches) with supplies.  For most of the way in (his purt of the road there is
nothing to be got out of the country but water, wood and grass; and unless
supplies could be collected beforehand the troops might have to burden them-
selves on the march with 15 days’ supplics.

It cannot therefore be considered a suilable line for military operations ;
moreover, if the Russians weve at Tlerat, they could not only prevent food
heing drawn from thenee, but could haruss the march of a British column
tllrolig\) tlie Taimani country and oppose it in earnest at any sclected point
nearer to Ilerat. A repulse would be disastrous, as the Firozkolis would al-
most certainly fall on the vear and danks of the beaten force. On the whole,
therefore, it wonld scem most unlikely that the Hazarajat road, even at the
very best time of year, could be used by ourselves for an opcration of amy
magnitude. Lor like reasons it would be of little use to the enemy ; so (hat
except lor purposes of reconas issance, that is, ‘I'or obtaining information or for
eovering and prolecting certain trilics und districts, such as the Hazaras and 1he
Ghorat, this line of operations is almust uscless and may be regarded as of only
very secondary imporiance.
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Nor is there any fairly good or direct road through the Taimani conntry
connecting Girishk wilh Hevat, so that it is uscless to speculate on the possibil.
ity of intereepting or [orestalling a force using the citcaitous Faral route by
adopting ono of the routes through the Ghorat.

In the esmo way the Firozkohi country may be considered beyond the
seope of military operations. There is a route through it from Maimana by
Clabarsada (o Ahingaran or Puzalich in the Hari Rud valley below Daolut Yar,
and another from Sar-i-’ul by Charas to Daolat Yar ; but they are both dificult
even for small bodies of troops with mule carringe.
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CIIAPTER VI,

SABZWAR AND TUE SOUTIIERN APPROACUES TO HERAT.

The Sabzwar division of Ierat, unimportant in ilsell, js strategically of
great importance, as througly it lie the only practicable roads leading to Ilerat
from Sistnn mn.l ‘I\nmlzllmr. . It may therelore very possibly hecome some day
the scene of military operations.

It may be defined as that part of the hasin of the Adraskand or Harut
Rud which lies hetween the Taimani bills and the Persian frontier. It consists
of the town of Sabzwar and the following adjacent districls :—

(1) Duadgul.—Avound and west of the town.
(2) dzizabad.—North-cast of the town,

(3) Zawal.—East of Sabzwar.

(+) Imarat.—To the south.

All these are small districts in close proximity to Sabzwar.
(5) Karucha.—The north-east porlion of the dislriet.
{6) 4nardara.—To the south-west,

(7) Kala Kah—The extreme south-west of the districl.

The town of Sabawar is in ruins, and the total population is probably
under 700 familics, nearly all of whom are Parsiwans. Sabzwar now consists
of a fort about 250 to 300 yards square, which is in good repair. Inside is the
residence of the Governor and his officials with a certain number of local
sowars and a few shops, but there are no troops and few inbabitants, There is
one gate to the south-cast and outside that a small dasar. Round ahout are
grouped hamlets and orchards.

Dadgul has about 1,800 families, of whom tio-thirds are Afghans. Alarge
percentage of the population lives solely in tents, pasturing their sheep on the
Sabzwar plain in the winter and migrating to the hills in the summer. Sheep
are numerous and large numbers could always be obtained.

Azizabad or Kasatoal contains ahout 27 villages or groups of villages and
about 7,000 inhabitants, of whom 5,000 at least arc A(ghans. Sheepare numer.
ousand the waler-supply for irvigation is fairly abundant, so that graiu is
probably eblainable in fair quantitics,

Zawal contains ahout 1,100 fawmilies, of whom over 900 are Afghans. A
large proportion are nomads or semi-nomads.

Raikal or Imarat conlains about 1,600 families, of whom 1,300 are
Alfghans; the majority are nomads.

Karucha estends froma ihe Dahan-i-Doab-i-Farsi down to Jamran in
Sabzwar (120 miles), and is snid to contain 144 villages and 4,000 families, of
whom 3,500 are nomad Nurzai Duranis.

It will be noticed that in the above five districls the Afghan population as
compared with the Parsiwanis nearly as L to 1 (8,000 families to 2,000) ; and
thisisa [act of considerable pol Wl imporlanee, as it means (hat Sabzwar is the
first tract of country in which au invader f'rom the north might pnssibly meet
with local resistance and opposition. The population is as distinetly Afghan as
that of Herat is Persian. The Afghaus are nearly all Duranis of the Nurzai,
Alizai and Achakzai clans. The supplies obtainable in these districts may be
taken at 75,000 maunds of grain and at least 100,000 shcep.

West and porth-west of these districts lies a comparatively desert tract
which stretches away to the Persian bovder.  This part of the division is sub-
divided inlo Kala Kah and Anardara, througlh which lies the main road from
Sistau to Lerat.




86

Kava Kanm.

The Kala Knl district which is the southernmost part of Salizwar on iis
western [rontjer is only of practical imporlance in conneclion \\'it!l m_ililur_v
operations based on Sistan, or a turning movement [rom tho (llrcclmn' of
Yirjand ; but as (hese are both possible conlingencics, some remarks regarding
this district may fitly be introduced. The settled part of the district lies
between the Khashk and Harut Luds, the latier being the lower course
of the Adrnskond. Itis divided in twobya range of hills, the part north
of which is known as Kala Kah Pusht-i-Koh and contains 19 villages, the
part to the south as I Shab Koh; the latter (':oul:liniu'.: b villages,
Jormerly belonged to Lash-Juwain. The total population of the district is
al:out 1,400 familics, of which the majority are Parsiwans. The rainy season
in Rala Kal is from December to veh when the Harut Rud is mueh exposed
to freshets, and is frequontly impassable for several days.

To understand the bearing of Kala Kah on military operations, it is neces-
SATY £ pre that a force operating there is based on Losh-Juwain, a nost
important position which not only covers the routes inte Sistan and \p the
right bank of the llelmand, but threatens the main ling 1-Washir,
Between it and Kala Kah are the Dashi-i-Kbushk Rud and Dasht-i-Kala Kah
on the south and north banks, respectively, of the Khushk ltud; and on either
of these plains a defensive position might be taken up ulmost anywhere to bar
a flank movement from Rirjand or Persian territory. The actual ground offers
no parlicular advantagrs, but a good clear front for three miles could he ob-
tained everywhere, and the soil being suitable for ficld works, a sivong position
could be made. An nitack from Farah by the valley of the Farah Lud along
which there is a good voad, could be met in the same way.

The plateau of (he Dashi-i-Khushk Rud is level and open, covered wilh
a seanty scrub.  Portions of the surface are soft, and would, expeoially after
rain, be very heavy for guns.  The Khushk Rud, where the road crosses it, is
about 200 to vds wide, with sloping gravel banks about 40 feet high.
Tts hed is filled with grass, and wateris only tobe got by diggirg or from marshy
pools.  The road from the Khushk Rud to the Harut Rud is easy and level,
a good part of it being over a fertile eultivated plain, The only obslacles sre
the open karezes which would have to be bridged or ramped down {or animals to
cross, The Larnt Rud whers crossed by the road is about 150 yards wide,
shallow and gravelly, with a belt of jungle on each bank.

ANANDARA.

Norih of Kala Kah romes (he small district of Anardara, bordering Persin,
The district eontains about 1,200 fawilies, nearly all Parsiwans, The important
point in the district is the Anardara defile, whichisa gapin the Koh-i-Dara,
the rang= bounding the Dashi-i-Babus on the north, This gap is a gorge, with
preeipitous sides of limestone rock.  Its hed is nearly level and from a quarter
1o half a mile wide. ‘The aseent is exceedingly gentle. A good stream flows
down the cenlire of {he gorze overa smooth gravel bed 50 to 75 yards wide;
and on either side of this water-comrse, which serves as the road, a strip of
flat. fertile ground cxtends Lo the side of the gorge. The ground is closely
enltivated and enclosed with mud walla about 8 feet high to protect the [ruit
trees from the strong winds which blow in the gorge. The gorge is about 23
nules long and s closely filled with these orchards. ‘The village lies about
Jiadl way np and consists of well huilt mud houses. It is the centre of a consi-
derable traflic betweon Ilerat and Sistan, Persin and Kandahar, and several
hundied camels could be hired in the district at any time.

The ¢ nd walled nature of the defile would enable a reliring force to
dispute ex step; while oning o the precipitous nature of the hills it would
be difiivnlt for anenemy to crown them.  The defile ean, however, he turned to
the vorth-cast by a roud leading from the Dasht-i-Askak to the Larut
plain.

North-west of A

ardara the villages quile change their character and become
small mud walled forts of ahout 40 yards side, with a tower at one angle. ‘Ihese
village forts are, however, few in mumber, and the population is very scanty ;
supplies would not be obtainable.
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It may be mentioned here, that from the lower end of the Anardara defile a
good road leads up t'he .Hm'ut valley to Sabzwar, and this might be important
na 2 lateral tion bet 1 on the Sabzwar and Anardara
roads. :

The whole of Sabzwar is comparatively level open country, consisling
for the most part of broad open” dashfs, diversified by oceasional marrow
hill ranges which are prolongations of (he Taimani hills. Sabzwar is
the chiel cenire of population, but groups of villages are studded about
in most of the plains.  With the cxceplion of Sabawar, thesc districts
oannot he termed productive or capable of furnishing any but trifling aid
towards tho support of troops. The general drainage is towards the Sistan
Mamun, but the streams quickly dwindle away or are absorbed by irrigation.
and in the dry season do not reach the westeen tracts.

The western parts of Kala Kah and Anardara are occupied by the salt
desert plain of the Dasht-i-Nanmed, which impedes all direct communication
in Lhat quarter with Persia. The scarcily of sweet water in this dircction and
a8 [ar up as the Ghorian district renders travelling dificult and military move-
ments impossible. But with the cxception of these western desert tracts com-
munication is very casy throughout Sabzwar, and the existing routes require
but little improvement to become good roads for wheeled transport ; but there
is little or no Llimber of any sort a fact which might impede bridging operations.

CoMMUNICATIONS.

The important point as regards (he Sabzwar division is, as bas already
heen said, its relation to the roads leading to Herat. ‘Ihere are two important
routes, viz,

(1) Kandahar to Herat vid Girishk, Farah and Sabzwar,
(2) Sistan to Herat vid Lash-Juwain and Anardara.

The first named is the great high road between Khorasan and India and
is that always followed by armies or large caravaps. Itis generally practic-
able for all arms, and the greater part of it is in fact very good. It has been
repeatedly traversed by wheeled artillery. The Adraskand and its large aMuent,
the Rud-i-Gaz, have to be crossed four times. There isalso the ITari Rud close
1o ITerat.® These are only difficult when in flood, and then only for a few days
at a time. The flood season is in March, April and May. 7The wheat harvest
is in June, so that the best season for marching is probably [vow June alter
the barvest Lill autumn. In winter the want of camel-grazing would make the
wmovements of a large force very difficult. In July, and August, however, the
heat is considerable. On the whole, Scptember and October may be reckoned
the best months. Tle total distance from Kandahar to Herat by this route is
84 marches or 405 miles, which may be divided up into the followings sections ==

Marches,  Miles.

Kandahar to Girishk - 1 77
Girichk to Famb . 14 170
Faral to Sabzwac . 8 82
Sabzwar to Herat . 7 76

Toran 34 405

Ayub Khan, advancing leisurely, reached the Ilelmand from Ilerat in 50
days ; and though the distance is anly 34 marches, a large force would probably
take seven weeks to cover the distance. There is an alternative or subsidiary
route to the main road, which leaves it at Washir and rejoins it at Khwaja
Uria, onc march (19 miles) north of Sabzwar ; and l].lis_ of course h-9m itg rela-
tive position to the main road would be of the utmost importance in military
operations.

Wil referonce to the portion of the road between Herat and Sabzwar
5t should he noled that from & few miles out of Sabzwar till Rozabagh is
reached there are no villages, so that supplies would have to be earried the
whole way belween those places or depots formed.

the rivers on the Kendahar side of the Ssbewar district which are equal or groater

nee i hero wade to
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In the case of nn advance from the south, resistance might be expected at
tho crossing of the Rud-i-Gaz and again at Rozabagh. On the other hend, no
particularly good defensivo position offers itself with refercnce to an attack
[rom the norch. ’

As regnrds the Sistan rond, the total distance from Lash-Juwain to Herat
vii Anardara and Pahra may be taken at 18 marches or 215 miles, viz, ;—

Marches. Milos.

Lash-Juwain to Anardara 7 83
Anardara Lo Pahra 9 107
Pabru to Herat 2 25
Torat. ... 18 216

= —

West of this rond lics the undulating gravelly waterless desert, known
as the Dasht.i-N 1, so that practically it cannot be turped on the west

except from Birjand.

This ronto presents no physical obstacles of any moment after leaving
Sistan, but the Anardara defile above deseribed might be a point of considera-
ble military importauece,
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MAP TO ILLUSTRATE

THE MILITARY GEOGRAPHY OF AFGHANISTAN.

PART III.—HERAT.
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